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Fiction and Chapter Books 
 

  	    

 
Ain, Beth    Izzy Kline Has Butterflies 

In this novel written in verse, Izzy, a fourth grader, is facing not only a new 
school year, but so many other unexpected changes in her life - both big and 
small. 

 
Alllen, Crystal   The Magnificent Mya Tibbs 

Nine-year-old Mya Tibbs cannot wait for Spirit week at her school and trying to 
win the big prize with her best friend, Naomi. However, things do not go at all as 
planned and it is up to Mya to figure out how to survive being partnered with 
mean Connie Tate and how to fix things with her best friend. 

 
Anderson, John David  *Ms. Bixby’s Last Day 

Ms. Bixby is an amazing teacher and her students know it. So when the class 
finds out that she will not be returning to school because she is sick, Topher, 
Brand, and Steve – three boys who have their own reasons for really 
appreciating their teacher - want to give her the goodbye that she deserves. 
 

Baptiste, Tracey   The Jumbies 
Based on folklore from the Caribbean, this story introduces us to Corinne, a 
young girl who has a special power to defeat the jumbies - scary creatures that 
come out after dark . 

 
Barnhill, Kelly   *The Girl Who Drank the Moon 

This is a beautifully written, emotionally rich, and darkly crafted story about a 
young girl who was left to die in the woods as a baby and then accidentally 
infused with extremely powerful magic by the witch who saved her. 

 
Behar, Ruth   Lucky Broken Girl 

Based on real events from the author’s childhood, this story is about a young 
Cuban-Jewish immigrant girl who, after a terrible accident, must live in a body 
cast and endure a long recovery. 

 
Bell, Jennifer   The Uncommoners: The Crooked Sixpence 

Soon after Ivy and Seb’s grandmother has an accident and ends up in the 
hospital, the brother and sister find themselves on an adventure that involves, 
magic, danger and a secret underground world. 

 
Beasley, Kate   *Gertie’s Leap to Greatness 

Gertie has a big heart and a big spirit and is determined to be the best 5th grader 
ever. And so many things go wrong for Gertie that it seems impossible –But then 
again, Gertie has a big heart, so maybe it is not impossible     

 
Blackwood, Sage   Miss Ellicott’s School for the Magically Minded 

When all the sorceresses in the city mysteriously disappear, it is up to Chantel 
and her magical companions to save the kingdom. 

 
Cameron, W. Bruce   *Bailey’s Story: A Dog’s Purpose Novel 

Bailey, a golden retriever, wants to spend his days having fun with the boy that 
he has found, but when something bad happens, Bailey wants nothing more 
than to protect the boy that he loves. 
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Carter, Caela   *Forever or a Long, Long Time 
Eleven-year-old Flora and her little brother, Julian, have spent their entire lives in 
foster homes. Now that they have been adopted into a forever home, they are 
discoving that being in a family is hard work when you have never been in one. 

 
Cervantes, Angela   Allie, First at Last 

Allie comes from a family of award winners and so when the opportunity to 
compete in a school contest comes along, Allie is eager to see if she can win. 
Except there is a problem – she will be competing against her ex-best friend. 

 
Connor, Leslie   All Rise for the Honorable Perry T. Cook 

Eleven-year-old Perry has spent his entire life behind bars – he was born in 
prison after his mother was incarcerated. But now that he has been removed and 
is living in a foster home, he wants nothing more than to go back to the 
correctional facility so that he can be with his mother. 

 
Coville, Katherine   *Ivy 

Ivy’s grandmother is too busy healing magical creatures to worry about helping 
her community win a kingdom–wide contest for the tidiest town. Can Ivy help 
her grandmother get things together? 

 
Dagg, Carole Estby   Sweet Home Alaska 

This warmly written historical fiction story is about a family that moves to Alaska 
in 1934 and is based on an actual New Deal plan to relocate struggling families 
during the Great Depression.  

 
Diamond, Jill   Lou Lou & Pea and The Mural Mystery 

Two best friends join forces and use their own special know-how to help figure 
out who is behind a series small crimes in their town of El Corazon. 

 
Dinerstein, Eric   *What Elephants Know 

After being found in the wilderness of Nepal as a young boy, Nandu was sent to 
the King’s elephant stable to be raised by the stable’s head, Subba-sahib. Now it  
it looks like the stables might close and Nandu is determined to keep them open. 

 
Eulberg, Elizabeth   The Great Shelby Holmes 

Shelby Holmes and her new neighbor, John Watson, team up to solve a dog-
napping case in their Harlem neighborhood. 

 
Fayers, Claire   The Voyage to Magical North 

When a magician threatens to give his apprentice, Peter, and his house cleaner, 
Brine, to the richest man on the island, the two jump in a boat in an attempt to 
escape. Unfortunately they end up being captured by pirates. Fortunately, the 
pirates are not as terrible as people would have you believe. 

 
Fleming, Anne   The Goat 

When Kid moves to New York City, she hears a rumor that there is a goat living 
on the roof. Could this be true? 

 
Goebel, Jenny   Fortune Falls 

In the magical town of Fortune Falls, people either have good luck or they don’t. 
If you are not a Lucky, you get sent away. Sadie is definitely an Unlucky, but can 
an Unlucky be lucky enough to figure out a way to stay? 

 
Graberstein, Chris   Welcome to Wonderland Home Sweet Home 

Eleven-year-old P.T. lives in his family’s motel that is practically a theme park. 
Everything is great about living in such a place except for the fact that they may 
lose it if his mom and grandpa cannot come up with $100,000 in just one month. 
So P.T. and his friend Gloria come up with a plan that just might work. 

 
Graff, Elise            The Great Treehouse War 

Winnie has decided to barricade herself in her tree house until her parents come 
to their senses. But when ten of her friends join her, things really become 
complicated. 
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Gravel, Elise   Olga and The Smelly Thing From Nowhere 
Olga loves science and so it is perfect that she should end up discovering a new 
(rather smelly) species of animal. And it is also perfect that she understands the 
scientific method so that she can use it to find the animal when it goes missing. 
    

Kahn, Hena   Amina’s Voice 
When her best friend starts to change and a tragic event happens at her local 
mosque, Amina, a Pakistani-American Muslim girl, grapples with how to stay true 
to herself, her family, and her community. 

 
Kelly, Erin Entrada   *Hello, Universe 

Four very different and diverse six-graders have their lives unexpectedly 
intertwined after a mean prank leads to one of them missing and the three 
remaining children set out to find and save him. 

 
Krishnaswami, Uma   *Book Uncle and Me 

When Yasmin learns that the free lending library in her neighborhood in India 
might be shutting down, Yasmin and her friends try to figure out a way that they 
can organize their community and keep the Book Uncle open. 

 
Lee, Honest   The Unlucky Lottery Winners of Classroom 13 

When their teacher wins the lottery and shares her winnings with her class, the 
students in Classroom 13 soon learn the hard (and hilarious) way that winning 
the lottery is not always such a great thing. 

 
Lin, Grace    *When the Sea Turned to Silver 

In this companion to Where the Mountain Meets the Moon, the Emperor’s 
soldiers have kidnapped Pinmei’s grandmother, the Storyteller. The Emperor is 
after the Luminous Stone that Lights the Night and so Pinmei and a friend set off 
to find the stone in the hopes of trading it for her grandmother’s safe return. 

 
Marsh, Katherine   The Door by the Staircase 

Twelve-year-old Mary Hayes is an orphan in the Buffalo Asylum for Young Ladies 
and she is desperate to leave. Funny enough, after an attempt to escape does 
not go so well, an elderly woman shows up to adopt her. Unfortunately, the 
elderly woman is Baba Yaga, a witch that eats little children. 

 
Martin, Ann M.   Missy Piggle-Wiggle 

When Mrs. Piggle-Wiggle has to leave town quite suddenly, she asks her great-
niece, Missy,  to come and take care of the upside-down house, all of her pets, 
and to continue the practice of curing children in the community of their bad 
behavior 

 
McGovern, Jamie   *Just My Luck 

During his fourth grade year, Benny finds his family dealing with a number of 
tough situations and he does not know what to do. As it turns out, having a 
caring heart can be invaluable when you find yourself down on your luck.  

 
Mlynowski, Sarah   Upside Down Magic: Showing Off 

Fear of having their magic go wonky will not keep the Upside-Down Magic class 
from competing in the school-wide talent show. 

 
O’ Connor, Barbara   *Wish 

Eleven-year-old Charlie Reese has been making the same wish for a long time. 
But when she finds herself in the Blue Ridge Mountains with family that she 
hardly knows, it seems like her wish might not ever come true. Sometimes what 
you have just may be better than what you wish for, 

 
Oh, Ellen    Flying Lessons 

This is an absolutely fantastic collection of short stories written by a diverse and 
talented group of writers. There is something in this book for everyone. 

 
Patterson, James   Word of Mouse 

A blue mouse that has escaped from a lab and lonely human girl develop an 
unlikely, but invaluable, friendship. 
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Peck, Richard   The Best Man 
Archer’s sixth grade year takes an interesting turn of events when two out of his 
four male role models decide to get married. 

 
Plourde, Lynn   *Maxi’s Secrets 

A bittersweet story about a boy who is small for his age and his dog that is as 
big and loveable as a dog can be and how their short time together is exactly 
what they both need. 

 
Primavera, Elise   Making Mistakes on Purpose 

The second semester at The Great Rapscott School for Girls of Busy Parents 
provides more opportunities for the students to learn how to fail in order to 
succeed. 

 
Ray, Delia    *Finding Fortune 

After becoming really upset with her mother, Ren decides to run away from 
home. But in her small town there are not many places to go and so she finds 
herself in the neighboring, almost abandoned, community. And while there, she 
not only discovers a school that has been turned into a boardinghouse, but she 
also stumbles upon some new friends and a fascinating mystery. 

 
Reynolds, Jason   As Brave As You 

For someone interested in a more advance read, this is the story of Ernie and 
Genie, two brothers that find themselves in rural Virginia for the summer with 
grandparents that they barely know. And while there, Genie discovers that there 
are a lot of strange, wondrous, uncomfortable, and frightening things to figure 
out about himself, his family, and others in the small community. 

 
Robinson, Sharon *The Hero Two Doors Down: Based on the True Story of Friendship Between a 

Boy and a Baseball Legend    
For Stephen, a boy living in a Jewish community in Brooklyn, finding out that his 
hero, Jackie Robinson, is moving to his neighborhood, is both exciting and 
troubling in light of the way some of his neighbors react to the news. 

 
Ruby, Laura   York: The Shadow Cipher 

This mystery adventure is set in New York City during a futuristic past. Tess and 
Theo, two twins, along with their friends Jaime need to prove that the Old York 
Cipher is real if they hope to save their home. ,  

 
Sherman, Delia   The Evil Wizard Smallbone 

Twelve-year-old Nick does not get along with the guardian of a magical 
bookstore, The Evil Wizard Smallbone, but luckily the bookstore itself seems 
willing to teach him a bit of magic – which is great considering a truly evil 
wizard, Evil Wizard Fidelou, is coming their way. 

 
Sloan, Holly Goldberg  *Short 

Julia is really short for her age and does not try to attract attention to this fact, 
but when the opportunity arises to perform in a production of The Wizard of Oz, 
Julia realizes that she may not be big, but she does have a lot to offer. 

 
Snyder, Laurel   Orphan Island 

Everything on the island is predictable, including the fact that there are always 
nine orphans – a boat arrives with a new orphan and the eldest on the island 
gets into the boat and leaves. Jinny is the eldest now and she can’t help but 
wonder what it is going to like when the boat arrives for her. 

 
Spalding, Esta   Look out for the Fitzgerald Trouts 

With not a responsible parent among them, these four children, who are related 
in a complicated sort of way, have lived in a car together on an island of Hawaii 
for years. But now the car no longer seems like a good idea. But how can four 
children manage to get a house? 

 
Stewart, Trenton Lee  Secret Keepers 

The antique watch that Reuben discovers is not just any watch – it has a secret 
power and this power leads to many mysteries. And now Reuben is on a 
dangerous adventure trying to solve the mysteries before he runs out of time. 



The Chapin Middle School Reading List 2017 
Class 3 into 4 

	

	 6	

Tan, Susan   Cilla Lee-Jenkins:Future Author Extraordinaire 
Cilla has decided that the best way to ensure that her parents do not forget 
about her when the new baby arrives is to write a memoire and become a best 
selling author. 

 
Tarpley, Natasha   The Harlem Charade 

Three children join forces to solve the mystery of a missing painting and to try to 
save their neighborhood from being taken over by a ruthless developer. 

 
Terry, Ellie   *Forget Me Not 

Calliope has Tourette Syndrome which causes her to make faces and noises 
involuntarily. Having TS makes it hard to make friends, but now Calli is hopeful 
that she has made a friend with her neighbor, Jinsong. However, being the 
student body president might cause Jinsong to question his friendship with Calli. 

 
Torres, Jennifer   Stef Soto, Taco Queen 

After resenting the fact that her parents make their living by running a taco 
truck, Stef is surprised that she finds herself working hard to save the truck after 
it looks like her family’s livelihood might be threatened. 

 
Vernon, Ursula   Castle Hangnail 

Castle Hangnail needs a new wicked guardian and 12-year-old Molly wants the 
challenging job. But despite working hard in the dilapidated castle and becoming 
attached to the castle minions, the greatest challenge comes one day when a 
really wicked sorceress claims that she is the rightful mistress of the castle. 

 
Vivat, Booki   Frazzled: Everyday Disasters and Impending Doom 

In this Diary-of-a-Wimpy-Kidesque book, Abbie Wu is a nervous wreck and is 
finding that everything about sixth grade is just making it worse. And what is 
really driving her crazy is that nobody in her family gets why she is freaking out. 

 
Wenxuan, Cao   *Bronze and Sunflower 

This is an absolutely wonderful and poignant story about a girl who moves from 
the city in china to the countryside with her father. But after losing her father, 
Sunflower goes to live with the family of Bronze, a mute boy who knows what it 
means to be a true friend. 

 
White, Ellen Emerson  *Webster: Tale of an Outlaw 

Webster, a black lab living in a shelter, has had it with humans and would rather 
be out on his own being a tough dog. But can a dog with a big heart make it out 
in the big world without a friend? 

 
White, Wade Albert   The Adventure’s Guide to Successful Escapes 

As Anne and her best friend, Penelope, are leaving the Saint Lupin’s Institute for 
Perpetually Wicked and Hideously Unattractive Children (even though she is not 
wicked or unattractive) she falls off the edge of the earth and ends up on an epic 
quest. 

 
Zahler, Diane   Baker’s Magic 

When Bee, an orphan, steals a bun from the bakery, she is generously offered a 
place in the shop rather than punishment And it is while she is working in the 
bakery that she realizes she can do a bit of magic and it is this magic that leads 
Bee on a journey to save the Kingdom. 

     
Wolk, Lauren   Beyond the Bright Sea 

Crow, an orphan, was found in a boat when she was a little baby. Now that she 
is older, she finds herself on a mysterious and dangerous journey to discover her 
true identity. 
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Graphic Novels 
 

     

 
Blabey, Aaron,    The Bad Guys 

Mr. Wolf, along with Mr. Piranha, Mr. Snake and Mr. Shark are trying hard to 
shed their bad guy images with hilarious results. 

    
Camper, Cathy   Lowriders to the Center of the Earth 

Underworld adventure meets Aztec mythology in this graphic novel about an 
impala, a mosquito and an octopus that work in a garage and who set out to find 
their missing cat, Genie. 

 
Hale, Nathan   One Trick Pony 

In a post-apocalyptic world where aliens are devouring anything electronic, 
Strata and her brother find a rare robot pony that can be used to escape the 
outlaws and aliens. The only problem is that the pony is being sought by the 
very same enemies. 

 
Hale, Shannon   Real Friends 

This graphic novel is a biographical account of the ups and downs of the author’s 
friendships during her elementary school years. 

 
Hatke, Ben   Mighty Jack 

After getting some questionable advice from his sister, Jack trades his mother’s 
car for a box of seeds. Jack is excited about the magical garden he is able to 
grow in the backyard until it produces something quite problematic – a dragon. 

 
Hicks, Faith Erin   The Nameless City 

The Nameless City has been invaded throughout its history. Kaidu is from an 
invading family and Rat is a native of the Nameless City. They have nothing in 
common except their love for their home, and as it turns out, they are the only 
ones who may be able to save the city 

 
Lawrence, Mike   Star Scouts 

For Avani, being a Star Scout is about as fun and as exciting as life can get. If 
she can just keep it a secret from her dad that she has left planet Earth, she 
might end up on the adventure of a lifetime. 

 
Libenson, Terri   Invisible Emmie 

This story covers just one day when the lives of two very different girls 
unexpectedly cross paths.     

  
Loux, Matthew   The Time Museum 

After getting an internship at the Time Musem, Delia is sent on a time-traveling 
adventure with kids from other time periods - their mission - to save the Time 
Museum. 

 
Pearson, Luke   Hilda and the Stone Forest 

Hilda and her mother find themselves lost in a land of dangerous trolls and must 
figure out a way to get back home. 

 
Pilkey, Dav   Dog Man 

Dog Man is part dog and part human which means when he not busy fighting 
crime, he is fighting his urge to return to the wild. 
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Simpson, Dana   Unicorn Crossing: Another Phoebe and Her Unicorn Adventure 
Through it all, no matter the hilarious adventure, Phoebe and Marigold are true 
friends. 

 
Torseter, Oyvind   Heartless Troll 

The Seventh son of the king is in search of a mountain, a troll, a buried heart 
and a captive princess. 

 
Weing, Drew   The Creepy Case Files of Margo Maloo 

Charles and his family have just moved to Echo City where he discovers that 
their apartment building has some pretty scary inhabitants. Unfortunately, these 
creepy neighbors do not seem to really like Charle. Fortunately, they are all a bit 
scared of Margo Maloo, a rather young, but effective, monster mediator. 

     
Xu, Ru    NewsPrints 

Life in the city is tough - the city is at war and the leaders are looking for a 
missing weapon. But Blue, a girl posing as a boy so that she can be a newsie and 
live in a communal house, needs to be extra careful. 

 

 
Nonfiction 

 

      
 
Bowman, Donna Janell   *Step Right Up: How Doc and Jim Key Taught the World about Kindness 

As a young slave, William “Doc” Key showed a real knack for working with 
animals. As a free man later in life, Doc transformed a sickly colt into a horse 
that could recognize letters, read, write, and do math.  

 
Bolden, Tonya   Pathfinders: The Journeys of 16 Extraordinary Black Souls 

Brief but thorough biographies that celebrate the accomplishments of sixteen 
incredible American men and women of African descent.  

 
Brown, Martin   Lesser Spotted Animals:The Coolest Creatures You’ve Never Heard of 

Have you ever heard of a Zorilla or the poisonous Cuban Solenodon? This book 
introduces readers to fascinating animals that most of us have never heard of. 

 
Copeland, Misty   Misty Copland: Life in Motion (young readers edition) 

Misty Copland provides an account of her life and insight into how, despite all of 
the challenges, she was able to become the first African-American principal 
dancer at the American Ballet Theater. 

 
Corey, Shana   A Time to Act 

A look at the events in John F. Kennedy’s life that lead to his giving his 
groundbreaking civil right address in 1963 – a speech that helped pave the way 
for the Civil Rights Act of 1964. 

 
Gerry, Lisa M.    100 Things to Know Before You Grow Up 
    A fun list of things to master before turning 18. 
 
Jenkins, Steve   Animals By the Number 

Clearly designed and fascinating infographics provide visual comparisons 
between various animals in the animal kingdom. 
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Levinson, Cynthia The Youngest Marcher: The Story of Audrey Faye Hendricks, a Young Civil Rights 
Activist 
In 1963, Birmingham, Alabama, nine-year-old Audrey Faye Hendricks becomes 
the youngest child to be arrested during the civil rights protest. 

 
Mizielinska, Aleksandra  Under Water, Under Earth 

Incredibly detailed illustrations abound in this oversized book that explores all 
things below. 

 
Michelson, Richard   Fascinating: The Life of Leonard Nimoy 

A moving story about a young Jewish boy born into an immigrant family that 
grew up to be the famous Spock from Star Trek. 

 
Myers, Walter Dean   Frederick Douglass: The Lion Who Wrote History 
    A look at the life of the leader of the abolitionist movement. 
 
Reich, Susanna   Stand Up and Sing!: Pete Seeger, Folk Music, and the Path to Justice 

The story of the man that not only brought people together with his music, but 
he used music as a way to fight for social justice issues. 

 
Shetterly, Margot Lee  Hidden Figures Young Readers’ Edition 

This book is the young reader version of the incredible true story of four African-
American female mathematicians that played an invaluable and instrumental role 
for NASA, but were never publicly acknowledged or given credit for their service 
and leadership. 

 
Socha, Piotr   Bees: A Honeyed History 

A beautifully illustrated oversized book that celebrates the world of bees through 
science and cultural history. 

 
Steptoe, Javaka   Radiant Child: The Story of Young Artist Jean-Michel Basquiat 

A striking and rich exploration of the life of the artist and the aspects of his world 
that inspired the work that he created. 

 
Sweet, Melissa   Some Writer: The Story of E.B. White 

This delightfully illustrated biography tells the story of the one of our greatest 
children’s book authors. 

 
Thornhill, Jan   The Tragic Tale of the Great Auk 

This is the story about how the Great Auk, a northern penguin that lived in the 
cold water of the Atlantic Ocean, became extinct. 

 
 
 

Poetry 
 

    
 
Alexander, Kwame   Out of Wonder 
    Art work and poems that celebrate twenty famous poets. 
 
Arguete, Jorge   Somos Como Las Nubes/We Are Like the Clouds 

A collection of powerful poems that give a voice to those young people who 
undertake the extremely harrowing and dangerous journey to cross the border 
into the United States from Central America. 
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Atkins, Jeannine   Finding Wonders 
Written in verse, this book provides fictional accounts of three girls who grew up 
to become pioneering scientists – Maria Merian, Mary Anning, and Maria Mitchell 

 
Bryan, Ashley Freedom Over Me: Eleven Slaves, Their Lives and Dreams Brought to Life by 

Ashley Bryan 
Ashley Bryan has created portraits of 11 slaves that had only their names and 
prices documented on original slave auction and plantation documents. The 
artwork and poetry celebrates their possible lives and gives a voice to individuals 
who were considered nothing more than property. 

 
Engle, Margarita   Bravo! Poems About Amazing Hispanics 

Part poetry book and part collected biography, this book celebrates the lives and 
accomplishments of Latinos and Hispanics from many different countries. 

 
Grimes, Nikki   One Last Word 

Beautiful artwork grace the pages of this poetry book that pairs a poem by Nikki 
Grimes with an original poem written during the Harlem Renaissance. 

 
Jacobson, David   Are You An Echo?: The Lost Poetry of Misuzu Kaneko 

The life story and poetry of a young and accomplished Japanese poet.   
 
Snively, Susan PhD    Poetry for Kids: Emily Dickinson 
    A lovely introduction to the Poetry of Emily Dickinson. 
 
Lewis, J. Patrick   Keep a Pocket in Your Poem: Classic Poems and Playful Parodies 
    Thirteen classic poems are paired with silly parodies of those poems. 
 
Pinkney, Andrea Davis  A Poem for Peter 

This is a poetically written and beautifully illustrated look at the life and 
inspiration for the creator of The Snowy Day, and many other influential books 
for children. 

 
 

Choose Kind 
 

Here are some additional titles (from past publishing years) that you may want to consider for the Choose Kind theme. 
Please select one title from this book list (all books in the list with an asterisk*) 

 
Applegate, Katherine  *The One and Only Ivan 
Bradley, Kimberly Brubaker  *The War that Saved My Life 
Burg, Ann E.   *Serafina’s Promise 
Buyea, Rob   *Because of Mr. Terupt 
Creech, Sharon    *Moo 
Curtis, Christopher Paul  *Elijah of Buxton 
DiCamillo, Kate   *Raymie Nightingale 
Draper, Sharon M.   *Out of My Mind 
Federle, Tim   *Better Nate Than Ever 
Graff, Lisa   *Lost in the Sun 
Hill, Kirkpatrick   *Bo at Ballard Creek 
House, Silas   *Same Sun Here 
Hunt, Lynda Mullaly   *Fish in a Tree 
Konigsburg, E. L.   *The View from Saturday 
LaFleur, Suzanne   *Love Aubrey 
Levy, Dana Alison   *Misadventures of the Family Fletcher 
MacLachlan, Patricia   *White Fur Flying 
Nannesta, Katrina   *When Mischief Came to Town 
Nye, Naomi Shihab   *The Turtle of Oman 
Palacio, R. J.   *Wonder 
Parr, Maria   *Adventures with Waffles 
Pennypacker, Sara   *Pax 
Williams-Garcia, Rita  *One Crazy Summer 
White, E. B.   *Charlotte’s Web 
Wiles, Deborah   *Each Little Bird that Sings 


