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Picture Books 
 

	      
 
Beaty, Andrea   Ada Twist, Scientist 

Ada has a multitude of questions, a boundless ability to stay curious, and a un- 
ending desire to keep experimenting no matter how problematic the results. 

 
Barnett, Mac   Triangle 

Triangle wants to play a trick on square, but square is more clever than Triangle 
realizes. 

 
Bernstrom, Daniel   One Day in the Eucalyptus Eucalyptus Tree 

Wonderful illustrations abound in this rhythmic cumulative tale about a very 
hungry snake. 

 
Brosgol, Vera   Leave Me Alone! 

This funny story is about a grandmother that goes through great lengths to find 
someplace where she can knit in peace. 

 
Bottner, Barbara   Priscilla Gorilla 

Strong-willed Priscilla decides that dressing as a gorilla for school seems like 
something worth trying. 

 
Briggs, John   Leaping Lemmings! 

What happens when Larry, a lemming, decides to do his own thing? 
 
Campoy, F. Isabel   Maybe Something Beautiful: How Art Transformed a Neighborhood 

A vibrantly illustrated story based on an actual community’s effort to brighten 
their neighborhood with art.     

 
Codell, Matthew   Wolf in the Snow 
    How will a young girl and a wolf cub survive being lost in a snowstorm?  
 
Cornwall, Gaia   Jabari Jumps 

Jabari, with the help of his family, works on overcoming his fear of diving off of 
the diving board. 

 
Crossley-Holland, Kevin  The Riddlemaster 

Written in the spirit of a dark folktale, three children must figure out the answer 
to seven riddles if they hope to get to an island with a buried treasure. 

 
Cummins, Lucy Ruth  A Hungry Lion, or a Dwindling Assortment of Animals 

Hungry Lion and his many animal friends are going to spend the day together. 
So why does the crowd seem to be shrinking? 

 
Daywalt, Drew   The Legend of Rock Paper Scissors 

An over-the-top account of the epic battle between Rock, Paper, and Scissors. 
 
Denos, Julia   Swatch: The Girl Who Loved Color 

A girl named Swatch loves color and wants to collect them all but soon learns 
that colors can be wild and they want to stay wild. 

 
DiPucchio, Kelly   Dragon Was Terrible 

Dragon burps, steals, writes in books and pops birthday balloons. After all the 
king’s knights fail to fix the unruly behavior, one clever child finds a solution. 

 
Dyckman, Ame   Horrible Bear! 

It was an accident, but the girl still thinks Bear is horrible for crushing her kite – 
that is until she has an accident of her own. 
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Edwards, Michelle   A Hat for Mrs. Goldman 
Sophia wants to knit a hat for Mrs. Goldman who is too busy knitting hats for 
others and does not have time to knit one for herself. 

 
Ellis, Carson   Du Iz Tak? 

Though written in gibberish, this delightfully illustrated story about a group of 
insects actually makes sense. 

 
Ering, Timothy Basil   The Unexpected Love Story of Alfred Fiddleduckling 

This is a magical adventure about a duckling that is born inside of a fiddle case 
that was lost during a storm at sea. 

 
Frith, Nicholas John   Hector and the Hummingbird 

Hummingbird is a talker. Hector the bear loves peace and quiet. How can these 
two friends continue to get along? 

 
Garza, Cynthia Leonor  Lucia the Luchadora 

A story full of humor and heart, Lucia decides girls can be superheroes when she 
learns that the women in her family come from the Mexican lucha libre tradition. 

 
Goldsaito, Katrina   The Sound of Silence 

A gentle story about a boy who spends a day in Tokyo searching for “ma,” the 
silence between sounds. 

 
Hatke, Ben   Nobody Likes a Goblin 

When a group of marauding adventurers steal Goblin and Skeleton’s treasures, 
little Goblin sets out to save the day. 

 
Hopkinson, Deborah   Steamboat School 

After a Missouri state law was passed in 1847 that made it illegal to have a 
school for “negroes or mulattoes”, Reverend John Meachum opens a steamboat 
school in the Mississippi River - a place not considered Missouri State property.  

 
Hohn, Nadia L.   Malaika’s Costume 

With her grandmother’s help and a bit of ingenuity, Malaika makes a costume for 
Carnival. 

 
Jackson, Richard   In Plain Sight 

Sophie helps her grandfather find things that he has “lost” in the house 
throughout the day. 

 
Jiang, Ji-li    Lotus & Feather 

After nursing Feather’s bullet wound, Lotus, a young girl, and Feather, a crane, 
are inseparable until it is the time for the bird to migrate.   
  

John, Jory   Penguin Problems 
Penguin complains about everything. But are things really that bad?  

 
Kelley, Gerald   Please, Please the Bees 

Benedict the bear needs to figure out how to be a better beekeeper after the 
bees announce that they are going on strike. 

 
Klassen, Jon   We Found a Hat 

Two turtles really like a hat. But there are two of them and only one hat. What 
to do in such a situation? 

 
LaMarche, Jim   Pond 

Three children work hard to return a deserted and neglected empty 
neighborhood lot back to the pond that it once was. 

 
Leroy, Jean   A Well-Mannered Young Wolf 

Do you need to have good manners with those you hope to eat for dinner? 
 
Magruder, Nilah   How to find a Fox 

A little girl finds that tracking down an elusive red fox is much harder than she 
anticipated. 
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Miller, Pat Zietlow   Sophie’s Squash Go to School 
Sophie is not interested in making friends at school but Steven teaches her that 
making friends sometimes requires patience – a bit like growing squash. 
   

Muller, Gerda   A Year in Our Garden 
Anna and Benjamin with the help of family, friends and neighbors learn about all 
the wonderful things that they can do in their new garden. 

 
McAnulty, Stacy   Excellent Ed 

Ed, the family dog, wants to impress his human family by being excellent at 
something. 

 
Olshan, Matthew A Voyage in the Clouds: The (Mostly) True Story of the First international Flight 

by Balloon in 1785 
A somewhat fictionalized account of a hard to believe historical event. 

 
Palacio, R.J.    We’re All Wonders 
    Auggie wants to live in the world just like any other child. 
 
Petty, Dev   I Don’t Want to Be Big 

A little frog insists that he is just fine being small and has no interest in growing 
up. 

 
Portis, Antoinette   Best Frints in the Whole Universe 
    A fun story about two aliens, Yelfred and Omek, who are best “frints” 
 
Rex, Adam   School’s First Day of School 

It is the first day of school and everyone is not sure what to expect – including 
the school building that has just been built. 

 
Ringtved, Glenn   Cry, Heart, But Never Break 

Although four siblings are unable to keep Death from taking their grandmother, 
Death does so in a very gentle and caring way and shares a story with the 
children that helps them to better cope with their sorrow and loss.  

 
Ruurs, Margriet   Stepping Stones: A Refugee Family’s Journey 

Stunning images made from stones grace the pages of this picture book about a 
family of Syrian refugees that are attempting to make their way to Europe. 

 
Sanna, Francesca    The Journey 

This story follows the harrowing and difficult journey of a refugee family as they 
travel by foot, bicycle, car, truck, boat and train.    

 
Schwartz, Joanne   Town is by the Sea 

A moving, quiet story that follows a boy throughout his day and reveals a bit of 
history about living in a seaside mining community. 

 
Stead, Philip C.   Samson in the Snow 

A sweet story about the unexpected friendship between a woolly mammoth, a 
little red bird and a mouse. 

 
Verde, Susan   The Water Princess 

Set in African, Princess Gie Gie dreams of a day when her village will have clean 
drinking water. 

 
Watts, Jeri   A Piece of Home 

After moving from Korea to West Virginia, Hee Jun and his family must adjust to 
their new home. 

 
Wenzel, Brendan   They All Saw a Cat 

This simple, yet lovely, concept book uses a cat to cleverly illustrate how there 
are many different points of view. 

 
Young, Rebecca   Teacup 

A poetic and visually stunning picture book about a boy who takes a solo journey 
across the sea in an attempt to find a new home. 
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Folktales 
 

     
 
Demi    The Shady Tree 

Greedy Tan Tan learns a surprising and important lesson after agreeing to sell 
the shade of his tree to Ping. 

 
Pinkney, Jerry   The Three Billy Goats Gruff 

A wonderfully illustrated version of the folktale about three goats that must risk 
being eaten by a troll if they want to cross a bridge in order to get to the grass 
on the other side. 

 
Tonatiuth, Duncan   The Princess and the Warrior 

A folktale set in Mexico about the love between Princess Izta and the warrior 
who promised to always to be at her side.     

 
Turk, Evan   The Storyteller 

An original folktale set in Morocco about the power of stories and storytelling. 
 
Woollvin, Bethan   Little Red 
    The classic folktale with a mischievous ending. 
 
Young, Ed   The Cat from Hunger Mountain 

In this original fable, Lord Cat learns to be grateful for those things that he once 
took for granted. 

     
 
 
 
 

Early Readers 
 

     
 
dePaola, Tomie   When Andy Met Sandy 
    Andy and Sandy seem like complete opposites. Can they become friends? 
 
Keller, Laurie   We Are Growing! 

Every blade of grass has something special to offer except for one that does not 
seem to having any unique characteristics– that is, until the lawn mower goes 
by. 

 
Kugler, Tina   Snail & Worm: Three Stories About Two Friends 

Join Snail and Worm as they play, have an adventure, and introduce their pets in 
these three silly short stories. 

 
Milgrim, David   The Adventures of Otto: Go, Otto, Go! 
    Otto the robot builds a spaceship that will take him home. 
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Peterson, Mary   Snail Has Lunch 
Snail is perfectly happy living in his bucket and he is not the least bit curious 
about things beyond his bucket. But when his bucket is turned over one day, 
Snail discovers that there is an exciting world out there, both wonderful and 
scary.  

 
Santant, Dan   The Cookie Fiasco 

Hippo, Croc, and two Squirrels need to figure out how to split up a cookie fairly 
among themselves. 

 
Shea, Bob    Ballet Cat: What’s Your Favorite Favorite? 

Ballet Cat tries to show-off her wonderful dancing and her cousin, Goat, tries to 
dazzle with his magic tricks. Which one will manage to impress their 
grandmother the most?  

 
Virjan, Emma J.   What This Story Needs is a Munch and a Crunch 
    Pig and friends try to keep their picnic going despite the rain. 
 

 
 

Graphic Novels and Wordless Books 
 

      
 

 
Blabey, Aaron   The Bad Guys 

Mr. Wolf, along with Mr. Piranha, Mr. Snake, and Mr. Shark are trying hard to 
shed their bad guy image. 

 
Clanton, Ben   Narwhal: Unicorn of the Sea 

Narwhal and Jelly the jellyfish are very different but they have enough in 
common to enjoy each other’s company as the explore the ocean  
   

Cole, Henry   Spot, the Cat 
A wordless, seek and find picture book that follows the day in the life of a cat as 
it makes its way through the city. 

 
Hatke, Ben   Mighty Jack 

After getting some questionable advice from his sister, Jack trades his mother’s 
car for a box of seeds. Jack is excited about the magical garden he is able to 
grow in the backyard until it produces something quite problematic – a dragon. 

 
Jamieson, Victoria   The Great Pet Escape 

George Washington, the second grade pet hamster, wants his freedom, but can 
he count on the other class pets to join him? 

 
Jay, Alison   Bee & Me 

A wordless picture book about the friendship between a little girl and a bee. 
 
Orchard, Eric   Bera The One-Headed Troll 

After a baby is found in her realm, Bera, a troll, finds herself on a solitary quest 
to return the human baby to its parents. 

 
Pearson, Luke   Hilda and the Stone Forest 

Hilda and her mother find themselves lost in a land of dangerous trolls and must 
figure out a way to get back home. 

 
Pilkey, Dav   Dog Man 

Dog Man is part dog and part human which means that when he is not busy 
fighing crime, he is fighting hes urge to return to the wild. 
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Sturm, James   Ape and Armadillo Take Over the World 
Armadillo discovers that the opportunity to rule the world is not worth the risk of 
losing your best friend. 

 
Simpson, Dana   Unicorn Crossing: Another Phoebe and Her Unicorn Adventure 

Through it all, no matter the hilarious adventure, Phoebe and Marigold remain 
true friends. 
 

Weing, Drew   The Creepy Case Files of Margo Maloo 
Charles and his family have just moved to Echo City where he discovers that 
their apartment building has some pretty scary inhabitants. Unfortunately, these 
creepy neighbors do not seem to really like Charle. Fortunately, they are all a bit 
scared of Margo Maloo, a rather young but effective monster mediator. 

     
 

 

Chapter Books 
 

      
 
Ain, Beth    Izzy Kline Has Butterflies 

In this novel written in verse, Izzy, a fourth grader, is facing not only a new 
school year, but so many other unexpected changes in her life - both big and 
small.      

 
Bell, Jennifer   The Uncommoners: The Crooked Sixpence 

Soon after Ivy and Seb’s grandmother has and accident and ends up in the 
hospital, the brother and sister find themselves on an adventure that involves 
magic, danger and a secret underground world. 

 
Blackwood, Sage   Miss Ellicott’s School for the Magically Minded 

When all the sorceresses in the city mysteriously disappear, it is up the Chantel 
and her magical companions to save the Kingdom. 

 
Cervantes, Angela   Allie, First at Last 

Allie comes from a family of award winners and so when the opportunity to 
compete in a school contest comes along, Allie is eager to see if she can win. 
Except there is a bit of a problem – she will be competing against her ex-best 
friend. 

 
Citro, Asia    Zoey and Sassafras: Dragon and Marshmallows  

A story that has both science and magic, Zoey uses the scientific method to learn 
about a glowing photo and to figure out how to help a sick baby dragon. 

 
Coville, Katherine,    Ivy 

Ivy’s grandmother is too busy healing magical creatures to worry about helping 
her community win a kingdom-wide contest for the tidiest town. Can Ivy help her 
grandmother get thing together? 

 
Diamond, Jill   Lou Lou & Pea and the Mural Mystery 

Two best friends join forces and use their own special know-how to help figure 
out who is behind a series small crimes in their town of El Corazon. 

 
DiCamillo, Kate   Where Are You Going, Baby Lincoln? 

Baby Lincoln is an elderly woman who has never been on her own. She has 
always had Eugenia, her older sister, bossing her around. However, Baby has 
had enough and she is setting out on her own solo adventure. 
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Dowell, Frances O’Roark  Sam the Man & the Chicken Plan 
    Seven-year-old Sam finds himself in the chicken raising business. 
 
Eulberg, Elizabeth   The Great Shelby Holmes 

Shelby Holmes and her new neighbor, John Watson, team up to solve a dog-
napping case in their Harlem neighborhood. 

 
Fayers, Claire   The Voyage to Magical North 

When a magician threatens to give his apprentice, Peter, and his house cleaner, 
Brine, to the richest man on the island, the two jump in a boat in an attempt to 
escape. Unfortunately they end up being captured by pirates. Fortunately, the 
pirates are not as terrible as people would have you believe. 

 
Fisher, Annabelle   Pixie Piper and the Matter of the Batter 

In this sequel to The Secret Destiny of Pixie Piper, Pixie Piper is sent to Chuckling 
Goose Farm, a place where descendents of Mother Goose spend the summer 
learning to master magic. 

 
Fleming, Anne   The Goat    

When Kid moves to New York City she hears a rumor that there is a goat living 
on the roof of her building. Could this be true? 

 
Grabenstein, Chris   Welcome to Wonderland: Home Sweet Motel 

Eleven-year-old P.T. lives in his family’s motel that is practically a theme park. 
Everything is great except for the fact that they may lose it if his mother and 
grandfather cannot come up $100,000 in just one month. So P.T. and his new 
friend Gloria try to come up with a plan that just might work. 

 
Graff, Lisa   The Great Treehouse War 

Winnie has decided to barricade herself in her treehouse until her parents came 
to their senses. But when ten of her friends join her, things really get 
complicated. 

 
Gravel, Elise   Olga and the Smelly Thing from Nowhere 

Olga loves science and so it is perfect that she should end up discovering a new 
(rather smelly) species of animal. And it is also perfect that she understands the 
scientific method so that she can use it to find the animal when it goes missing. 

 
Harper, Charise Mericle  Mae and June and The Wonder Wheel 

June and her new neighbor, Mae, spin June’s wonder wheel each morning to 
determine what sort of adventure they will have that day. 

 
Harrison, Paula   The Secret Rescuers: The Storm Dragon 
    Sophy will need courage and magic to save a little lost dragon. 
 
Kelly, Jacqueline   Skunked! 

Set in 1901 in Texas, Calpurnia lives with her six brothers, but it is with Travis 
that she shares her love of animals. Will Cal and Travis be able to keep it a 
secret that they are taking care of two skunks in the barn? 

 
Krishnaswami, Uma   Book Uncle and Me 

When Yasmin learns that the the free lending library in her neighborhood in 
India might be shutting down, Yasmin and her friends try to figure out a way 
that they can organize their community and keep the Book Uncle open. 

 
Kuenzler, Lou   Princess DisGrace 

When Grace arrives at the Tall Towers Princess Academy, she is awkward, 
clumsy and messy. Not at all like the other princesses that think Grace does not 
belong at the academy. 

 
LaReau, Kara   The Infamous Ratsos 

Everytime the two Ratso brothers try to prove that they are tough, things go 
terribly wrong and they end up doing something good, instead. 
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Lee, Honest   The Unlucky Lottery Winners of Classroom 13 
When their teacher wins the lottery and shares her winnings with her class, the 
students in Classroom 13 soon learn the hard (and hilarious) way that winning 
the lottery is not always such a great thing. 

 
Lin, Grace    When the Sea Turned to Silver 

In this companion to Where the Mountain Meets the Moon, the Emperor’s 
soldiers have kidnapped Pinmei’s grandmother, the Storyteller. The Emperor is 
after the Luminous Stone that Lights the Night and so Pinmei and a friend set off 
to find the stone in the hopes of trading it for her grandmother’s safe return. 

 
MacLachlan, Patricia   The Poet’s Dog 

A poignant and contemplative story about a dog that manages to rescue two 
children caught out in a blizzard.  

 
Martin, Ann M.    Missy Piggle-Wiggle and the Whatever Cure 

When Mrs. Piggle-Wiggle has to leave town quite suddenly, she asks her great-
niece, Missy, to come and take care of the upside-down house, all of her pets, 
and to continue the practice of curing children in the community or their bad 
behavior. 

 
Medina, Juana   Juana & Lucas 

Juana loves many things about her life in Bogata, Columbia. But she does not 
love the idea of having to learn “The English.” 

 
Mlynowski, Sarah   Upside Down Magic: Showing Off 
    Fear of having their magic go wonky will not keep the Upside-Down Magic class 
    from competing in the school-wide talent show.     
 
Patterson, James   Word of Mouse 

A blue mouse that has escaped from a lab and a lonely human girl develop and 
unlikely and invaluable friendship.      

 
Plourde, Lynn   Maxi’s Secrets: (or what you can learn from a dog) 

A bittersweet story about a boy who is small for his age and his dog that is as 
big and loveable as a dog can be, and how their short time together is exactly 
what they both need. 

 
Primavera, Elise   Making Mistakes on Purpose 

The second semester at The Great Rapscott School for Girls of Busy Parents 
provides more opportunities for the students to learn how to fail in order to 
succeed. 

 
Robinson, Sharon The Hero Two Doors Down: Based on the True Story of Friendship Between a 

Boy and a Baseball Legend 
For Stephen, a boy living in a Jewish community in Brooklyn, finding out that his 
hero, Jackie Robinson, is moving to his neighborhood, is both exciting and 
troubling in light of the way some of his neighbors react to this news. 

 
Schlitz, Laura Amy   Princess Cora and the Crocodile 

When bored Princess Cora contacts her fairy godmother for help, she is quite 
surprised to be sent a really poorly behaved crocodile.     

 
Sherman, Delia   The Evil Wizard Smallbone 

Twelve-year-old Nick does not get along with the guardian of a magical 
bookstore, The Evil Wizard Smallbone, but luckily the bookstore itself seems 
willing to teach him a bit of magic – which is great considering a truly evil 
wizard, Evil Wizard Fidelou, is coming their way. 

 
Spalding, Esta   Look Out for the Fitzgerald Trouts 

With not a responsible parent among them, these four sort-of siblings have 
chosen to live in a car together on an island of Hawaii for years. But now the car 
no longer seems like a good idea and this leaves four children wondering how 
they can possibly manage to get a house.  
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Tan, Susan   Cilla Lee-Jenkins: Future Author Extraordinaire 
Cilla has decided that the best way to make sure that her parents do not forget 
all about her when her new baby sister comes along is to write a memoir and to 
become a best selling author.  

 
Tarpley, Natasha   The Harlem Charade 

Three children join forces to solve the mystery of a missing painting and to save 
their Harlem neighborhood from a ruthless developer. 

 
Torres, Jennifer   Stef Soto, Taco Queen 

After resenting the fact that her parents make their living by running a taco 
truck, Stef is surprised that she finds herself working hard to save the truck 
when is looks like her family’s livelihood might be threatened 

 
Vernon, Ursula   Castle Hangnail 

Castle Hangnail needs a new wicked guardian and 12-year-old Molly takes the 
difficult job. But of all the challenges she faces, the greatest comes one day 
when a truly wicked sorceress claims that she is the rightful mistress of the 
castle. 

 
Voigt, Cynthia   Teddy & Co. 

A wonderful read-aloud about the adventures of a legless stuffed toy and his 
friends.  

 
Vuilliamy, Faber   Mango & Bambang: The Not-a- Pig 

Four stories about the adventures that one girl and a tapir have together after 
unexpectedly finding one another in a very busy city one day. 

 
Wenxuan, Cao   Bronze and Sunflower 

A lovely and poignant story about a girl that moves from a city in China to the 
countryside with her father. After losing her father, Sunflower goes to live with 
the family of Bronze, a mute boy who knows what it means to be a true friend. 

 
White, Ellen Emerson  Webster: Tale of an Outlaw 

Webster, a black lab living in a shelter, has had it with humans and would rather 
be out on his own being a tough dog. But can a dog with a big heart make it out 
in the big world without a friend? 

 
White, Wade Albert   The Adventure’s Guide to Successful Escapes 

As Anne and her best friend Penelope are leaving the Saint Lupin’s Institute for 
Perpetually Wicked and Hideously Unattractive Children (even though she is not 
wicked or unattractive) she falls of the edge of the earth and ends up on an epic 
quest. 

 
Zahler, Diane   Baker’s Magic 

When Bee, an orphan, steals a bun from the bakery, she is generously offered a 
place in the shop rather than punishment And it is while she is working in the 
bakery that she realizes that she can do a bit of magic and it is this magic that 
leads Bee on a journey to save the Kingdom. 
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Nonfiction 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Baker, Jeannie   Circle 

A beautifully illustrated book that captures the amazing journey of the godwit 
bird. 

 
Brown, Martin   Lesser Spotted Animals:The Coolest Creatures You’ve Never Heard of 

Have you ever heard of a Zorilla or the poisonous Cuban Solenodon? This book 
introduces readers to fascinating animals that we have never heard about. 
  

Delacre, Lulu   Olinguito, from A to Z! 
A bilingual alphabet book that introduces readers to the cloud forest in the Andes 
of Ecuador. 

 
Desmond, Jenni   The Polar Bear 
    An engaging and visually appealing look at the lives of polar bears. 
 
Fleming, Candace   Giant Squid 

With visually engrossing illustrations and poetically written text, this 
informational book explores the lives of these mysterious creatures. 

 
Gianferrari, Maria   Coyote Moon 

Dramatic and stunning artwork grace the pages of this book as we spend a night 
hunting with one of these elusive animals. 

 
Jenkins, Steve   Animals By the Number 

Clear and fascinating infographics provide visual comparisons between various 
animals in the animal kingdom. 

 
Keating, Jess   Pink is for Blobfish 

Your ideas about the color pink may be challenged after seeing all of these 
bizarre and unexpected pink members of the animal kingdom. 

 
Kuntz, Doug   Lost and Found Cat: The True Story of Kunkush’s Incredible Journey 

An incredible story about a family that fled Mosul, Iraq, with their pet cat and 
how, after being separated, they were reunited once again. 

 
Levinson, Cynthia The Youngest Marcher: The Story of Audrey Faye Hendricks, a Young Civil Rights 

Activist 
In 1963, Birmingham, Alabama, nine-year-old Audrey Faye Hendricks becomes 
the youngest child to be arrested during the civil rights protest. 

 
Martin, Jacqueline Briggs  Creekfinding: A True Story 

An inspirational story about how a man transforms his land back to its original 
natural state. 

 
Mizielinska, Aleksandra  Under Water, Under Earth 

Incredibly detailed illustrations abound in this oversized book that explores all 
things below. 

 
Socha, Piotr   Bees: A Honeyed History 

A beautifully illustrated oversized book that celebrates the world of bees through 
science and cultural history. 

 
Walliman, Dominic   Professor Astro Cat’s Atomic Adventure 

In this graphically interesting book, Professor Astro Cat provides answers to 
some everyday questions that help to introduce readers to the laws of physics. 
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Biography 
 

     
 
Asim, Jabari   Preaching to the Chickens: The Story of Young John Lewis 

This is the inspirational story about the childhood of John Lewis who went on to 
become an influential Civil Rights leader and a Georgia congressman.  

 
Barton, Chris   Whoosh!: Lonnie Johnson’s Super-Soaking Stream of Inventions 

How an attempt to create something new lead to the accidental invention of the 
Super Soaker –One of the best selling toys of all time. 

 
Bowman, Donna Janell   Step Right Up: How Doc and Jim Key Taught the World about Kindness 

As a young slave, William “Doc” Key showed a real knack for working with 
animals. As a free man later in life, Doc transformed a sickly colt into a horse 
that could recognize lettesr, read, write, and do math.  

 
Bryant, Jen   Six Dots: A Story of Young Louise Braille 

After losing his eyesight at age five, Louise was so determined to read that he 
invented an alphabet for the blind that is still used today. 

 
Levy, Debbie   I Dissent: Ruth Bader Ginsburg Makes Her Mark 

A look at the life of the future Supreme Court Justice and many decisions that 
made that set her apart throughout her life. 

 
Macy, Sue   Miss Mary Reporting: The True Story of Sportswriter Mary Garber 

An engaging picture book biography about a woman who was a pioneer sports 
journalist. 

 
Michelson, Richard   Fascinating: The Life of Leonard Nimoy 

A moving story about a young Jewish boy born into an immigrant family that 
grew up to be the famous Spock from Star Trek. 

 
Myers, Walter Dean   Frederick Douglass: The Lion Who Wrote History 
    A look at the life of the leader of the abolitionist movement. 
 
Pinkney, Andrea Davis  A Poem for Peter 

This is a poetically written and beautifully illustrated look at the life and 
inspiration for the creator of The Snowy Day, and many other influential books 
for children. 

     
Smith, Matthew Clark  Lighter than Air: Sophie Blanchard, the First Woman Pilot 

A fascinating look at the life of a woman who spent as much time as she possibly 
could in the sky at a time when very few woman were balloonists. 

 
Stanley, Diane   Ada Lovelace Poet of Science 

A picture book biography about a woman who did not let the social conventions 
of the day get in the way of her immersing herself in the world of mathematics. 

 
Steptoe, Javaka   Radiant Child: The Story of Young Artist Jean-Michel Basquiat 

A striking and rich exploration of the life of an artist and the aspects of his world 
that inspired the work that he created. 

 
Sweet, Melissa   Some Writer: The Story of E.B. White 

This delightfully illustrated biography tells the story about the life of the one of 
our greatest children’s book authors. 
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Vernick, Audrey The Kid From Diamond Street: The Extraordinary Story of Baseball Legend Edith 
Houghton 
This book provides a wonderfully satisfying account about a girl who became a 
female baseball player at the age of 10. 

 
Weatherford, Carole Boston Dorothea Lange: The Photographer Who Found the Faces of the Depression 

This picture book biography explores the life of one of the most influential 
photographers to come out of the Great Depression. 

 
Wood, Susan   Esquivel!: Space-Age Sound Artist 

A fascinating look at the life of a Mexican musician that was experimental, 
unconventional, and tireless in his pursuit of creating sound. 

 

 
Poetry 

 

    

 
Alexander, Kwame  Animal Ark 

Beautiful photographs of animals are paired with poetry that celebrates the animal world. 
 
Davenier, Christine  Poetry for Kids: Emily Dickinson 
   A lovely introduction to the Poetry of Emily Dickinson. 
 
Lewis, J. Patrick  Keep a Pocket in Your Poem: Classic Poems and Playful Parodies 
   Thirteen classic poems are paired with silly parodies of those poems. 
 
Nesbit, Kenn  One Minute till Bedtime: 60-Second Poems to Send You Off to Sleep 

A really wonderful collection of one minute poems that will be good for bedtime or 
anytime. 

    
Yolen, Jane  Thunder Underground 

Explore the underground realm with these poems - everything from animal burrows to 
subways. 


