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RECENT STUDENT ACHIEVEMENTS AND HONORS
•  An alumna from the Class of 2018 was a National Merit Scholarship Program Winner. 
•  21 students completed Senior Honors Projects on topics, which included: an analysis of Real Numbers; a research paper on 

the role of control of water on the Israeli-Palestine conflict; an analysis of  Van Gogh’s Terrace at Night and an original dance 
composition based on his work; and a research paper on the psychology of serial killers.

•  Three Chapin seniors participated in the Student Global Leadership Institute (SGLI) at the Punahou School in Honolulu, Hawaii, 
to examine problems and formulate solutions for many of today’s most urgent global challenges.  The cohort returned to 
Chapin and created a podcast called “Perspectives” to inspire peace and foster empathy. 

•  JV Volleyball were AAIS Season Champions; Varsity Volleyball competed in the state tournament; Fencing won both girls and 
boys épée at championships; and Indoor Track competed in the state championships. 

•  Varsity Badminton were AAIS Season Winners and AAIS Tournament Champions. Varsity Lacrosse were AAIS Finalists.

ABOUT US

Chapin graduates are distinguished by their advanced 
command of the sciences, humanities, social studies and arts, 
as well as by their strong values, integrity and sense of their 
achievement and potential. Each student who studies at 100 
East End Avenue builds a clear understanding of herself and of 
her world by thinking independently and collaborating with 
others.  Additionally, she cultivates qualities such as hard work, 
organization, compassion, empathy, the pursuit of personal 
excellence and a dedication to serving others. The school’s 
college-preparatory curriculum takes into account the total 
development of each student, from her academic progress to 
her social and emotional health.  Through liberal arts courses, 
participation in athletics and clubs, exposure to the fine arts, 
performing arts and community activities, a Chapin education 
challenges the minds of young women while providing the 
foundation for a lifetime of curiosity, creativity and intellectual 
achievement.

CHAPIN AT A GLANCE

GENERAL INFORMATION
• Founded in 1901 by Maria Bowen Chapin
• An independent day school serving grades Kindergarten through 12
• Dedicated to the intellectual and personal growth of young women
• State-of-the-art building located on the Upper East Side of Manhattan
• Accredited by the New York State Association of Independent Schools

STUDENTS
• Highly selective admissions
• 798 students enrolled K-12
• 49% are students of color
• 21% receive need-based financial aid

UPPER SCHOOL FACULTY
• 59 teaching faculty
• 47 hold advanced degrees through the master’s level
• 8 hold advanced degrees through the doctoral level

ACADEMIC PROGRAM & DIPLOMA REQUIREMENTS
• Trimester system
• 100 courses offered in 10 academic subjects

• 15 Advanced Placement™ courses offered

• 10 Advanced (Post AP™) courses offered
• Opportunities for study abroad
• Select Class 12 students can pursue a Senior Honors Project



Chapin continues to build on the initiatives of its strategic plan 
Focus Forward, joining together innovative elements of teaching 
and learning that include projects to strengthen culture and 
community, learning resources and emotional well-being, and 
global awareness and understanding. Students graduate ready 
for the myriad challenges they will face in college and beyond. 
Highlights of the Upper School include the following:

Academic Rigor and Intellectual Curiosity
In addition to our extensive Upper School curriculum of 
yearlong courses, Chapin offers electives or FOCUS courses. 
These courses include Human Evolution, Pharmacology, 
Neuroscience, Coding, Drama Production Design, Oral History, 
Fiction Writing, Studio Art, Dance and several levels of Greek. 
Additionally, seniors can take an advanced math course through 
Interschool (a coalition of eight Manhattan independent 
schools). Interschool also offers an ethics course and further 
musical opportunities. 

Chapin is a member school of the One Schoolhouse – a 
coalition of 70 schools across the world that provides online 
courses. Our students may supplement their curriculum with 
additional technology and social science classes. 

Vibrant Community
Chapin offers 18 sports teams in Upper School. Other 
extracurricular offerings include two new student-generated 
clubs: Debate and Chinese Club, as well as drumming 
ensembles,  a cappella groups, our Cultural Awareness Program, 
Model UN, The Emerald (yearbook), Limelight (newspaper), The 
Wheel (literary magazine), International Club, the Gay-Straight 
Alliance and Classics Club. Chapin students may also participate 
in an Interschool leadership development program.

Student Global Leadership Institute (SGLI): Each summer, since 
2012, Chapin has sent three rising seniors to The Punahou 
School in Honolulu, Hawaii, to participate in its Student Global 
Leadership Institute (SGLI). The workshops, discussion and 
field trips at the intensive two-week institute focus on engaging 
students in team-developed community engagement projects, 
addressing worldwide issues such as the environment, economics 
and globalization. The students subsequently implement a year-
long initiative during their senior year at Chapin supported by a 
diverse network of mentors. 

Life Skills
Through the sequential Life Skills curriculum, faculty and expert 
consultants facilitate discussions on a diverse spectrum of 
developmentally appropriate issues both intimate and essential. 
Class 8-12 students learn coping strategies, decision-making 
skills and self-advocacy as they strengthen their confidence 
and emotional resilience. The Peer Leadership Program, one 
component of Life Skills, pairs Class 9 students with specially 
trained Class 12 peer leaders, who help ease the younger 
students’ transition to Upper School. 

Global Outlook
All Chapin students understand that they live in an internationally 
connected world and embrace the opportunity to be thoughtful 
and responsible global citizens. Our partnerships with other 
schools, institutes, universities and learning centers further 
enhance learning and enable our students to gain practical 
experience outside of the classroom. We have, for example, an 
active partnership with the American Community School in 
Athens, Greece, joining faculty and students at the two schools 
for study, visits and travel.  

Our language programs, which begin in Kindergarten with 
Spanish, take advantage of a state-of-the-art language laboratory. 
In Class 6, students may choose to continue in Spanish or to 
take up Chinese or French. Latin is introduced in Class 7 and 
Ancient Greek is an option in Class 10.

Tradition and Innovation
Every Chapin girl participates in school traditions, some begun 
as many as 118 years ago, including News, a weekly communal 
gathering started by the School’s founder Maria Bowen Chapin.
Middle and Upper School students participating in Chapin’s 
extensive robotics program compete in a wide variety of 
tournaments throughout the year. Beginning in Class 6, each 
student will have her own laptop. Class 8 girls take an extensive 
digital ethics course and Class 9 students learn coding.

Excellence in the Arts
Extraordinary facilities include a drawing and painting studio, an 
art room specifically for Lower School students, a dance studio, 
a darkroom, a woodworking room, a ceramics studio, a state-of-
the-art black box theater and a choral room.
Music, and music appreciation, is thriving at Chapin, and an 
enduring, interdisciplinary partnership with The Juilliard School 
helps make this possible. Through overarching divisional 
Assemblies and more than 30 individual class visits, the Juilliard 
musicians draw connections between music and history, dance, 
drama, poetry and film. These teaching artists – both the string 
musicians and jazz musicians – enhance classroom learning in 
rich and varied ways. From the Lower School gatherings that 
introduce the girls to string instruments and the fundamentals 
of jazz to more sophisticated performances that explore the 
music of influential periods in history, the Juilliard program 
creates an exhilarating companion to the students’ coursework.

PROGRAM/BUILDING HIGHLIGHTS



ACADEMIC PERFORMANCE

UPPER SCHOOL CURRICULUM

The Upper School offers a curriculum designed to foster 
intellectual development and to prepare students for college 
and university study.  Traditional disciplines and a wide range 
of electives provide a stimulating and challenging academic 
environment. Please note that because of the achievement 
and selectivity of our student body, many of our courses 
are taught only at the Advanced and Advanced Placement 
level. Regardless of level, all classes are challenging college-
preparatory courses.  A normal course load is five courses in 
Classes 9 through 11, and four to five courses in Class 12.  All 
Class 12 students are required to take a minimum of one term 
of a quantitative course. Since 2009, students also have had 
the opportunity to take courses through One Schoolhouse 
(formerly the Online School for Girls).

Senior Honors Project
The Senior Honors Project offers students the opportunity 
to pursue research or an investigation, a creative endeavor, 
or a project of their own design in depth and through close 
work with one or two members of the faculty. Studies last one 
or two trimesters and take numerous forms, from laboratory 
research to filmmaking, from fiction-writing to historical 
analysis, from original art work to coding. Most projects focus 
on a single discipline, while others are interdisciplinary in 
nature; some are executed in a foreign language. All require a 
public demonstration of learning delivered to members of the 
Chapin community. On average, 25% of a senior class pursues 
an Senior Honors Project. All have undergone a rigorous 
application process, with their proposed projects reviewed 
by relevant departments and a committee of Upper School 
administrators.

Moving Beyond Advanced Placement (AP) 
Courses 
Like many independent schools in our peer group, Chapin has 
committed to moving away from the College Board’s Advanced 
Placement™ program and course offerings. For more than 10 
years, Chapin has offered a combination of AP™ courses and 
advanced courses designed by the Chapin faculty. Examples 
include Advanced English electives (such as Shakespeare’s 
World, Sacred Texts, Medieval Literature, Gender and Sexuality 
in Literature, Literature of World War I); Advanced Biology: 
Molecular Genetics; Senior History Seminar: Contemporary 

Issues; Advanced Topics in French Literature; Advanced Topics 
in Latin Literature; and Principles of Engineering. 

These courses align with the aims of our strategic plan, Focus 
Forward, which centers around teaching and learning in the 
21st Century. They provide our students with challenging, 
college-level work that engages them intellectually, while 
continuing to build critical skills demanded by each discipline. 
The success of these courses has inspired us to engage in a 
multi-year curriculum review the goal of which is a full slate 
of advanced offerings that replace our remaining AP™ courses 
beginning in the 2019-2020 school year. For now, Chapin will 
continue to offer both AP™ courses and Chapin-designed 
advanced-level courses. On our transcript, a Chapin wheel 
next to the course name denotes one of our advanced-level 
courses, the most demanding programming we offer.

Beyond Our Walls
Chapin supports and encourages experiences beyond the walls 
of the School to give students further opportunities to thrive 
and lead in our global society. Each program is unique and 
appropriate for different students. A student and her family 
should consider how a program complements the student’s 
interests and needs, academic coursework, emotional resilience 
and social development. Students who benefit most from these 
experiences are engaged community members, independent 
and proactive learners, and open-minded individuals.  A student 
may attend an off-campus academic program during the school 
year only once in her Chapin career. These programs include: 

School Year Abroad 
(China, France, Italy, Spain) 
www.sya.org

St. Hilda’s Anglican School 
for Girls 
(Perth, Australia) 
www.sthildas.wa.edu.au

Swiss Semester 
(Zermatt, Switzerland)
www.swisssemester.org

Alzar School 
(Valley County, Idaho and Chile): 
www.alzarschool.org

Arabic Year at King’s Academy 
(Madaba-Manja, Jordan)
www.kingsacademy.edu.jo

Chewonki Semester School 
(Wiscasset, ME)
www.chewonki.org/mcs

The Mountain School of Milton 
Academy 
(Vershire, VT)
www.mountainschool.org

SUBJECT/GRADUATION REQUIREMENT (9-12) ADVANCED COURSEWORK

English – 4 years AP English Literature and Composition                        Advanced English (electives)

Mathematics – 3 years AP Calculus AB        •        AP Statistics         •        AP Calculus BC         •     Multivariable Calculus
AP Macroeconomics (One Schoolhouse)       •       Linear Algebra (One Schoolhouse)    •
Interschool Math:  Advanced Mathematics: Proof in Number Theory and Combinatorics

Sciences – 2 years AP Biology •  AP Chemistry •  Principles of Engineering •  Advanced Physics • Molecular Genetics 

History – 3 years, including U.S. History AP U.S. History       •         AP Art History           •         AP Macroeconomics (One Schoolhouse)    •
Senior History Seminar: Contemporary Issues

World Languages – through Level III AP French Language & Culture   •    AP Spanish Language & Culture  •   AP Spanish Literature & Culture   •
AP Latin •  AP Chinese Language & Culture • Adv. Topics: Chinese •  Adv. Topics: French Lit. •  Adv. Topics: Latin Lit.   

Technology – through Class 9 AP Computer Science A

The Arts – through Class 9 AP Studio Art      •      Senior Art Portfolio

Physical Education – 4 years



UPPER SCHOOL CURRICULUM continued

American University of Paris • 1
Amherst College • 3
Babson College • 1
Bard College • 1
Barnard College • 3
Bates College • 3
Binghamton University • 1
Boston College • 1
Boston University • 4
Bowdoin College • 1
Brown University • 9
Bucknell University • 2
Univ. of California, Berkeley • 1
Univ. of California, Los Angeles • 2
Carleton College • 1
Carnegie Mellon University • 2
Case Western Reserve University • 1
Chapman University • 1
University of Chicago • 9
Claremont McKenna College • 1
Colby College • 2
Colgate University • 6
Columbia University • 5

Connecticut College • 1
Cornell University • 12
Dartmouth College • 5
Davidson College • 2
Duke University • 9
Durham University • 1
Emory University • 6
Fordham University • 1
George Washington University • 1
Georgetown University • 12
Gettysburg College • 2
Hamilton College • 3
Harvard University • 12
Haverford College • 3
Johns Hopkins University • 3
Kenyon College • 2
Lafayette College • 1
Mass. Institute of Technology • 1
McGill University • 1
University of Miami • 1
University of Michigan • 4
Middlebury College • 2
Muhlenberg College • 1

New England Conservatory 
of Music • 1

New York University • 13
University of North Carolina 

at Chapel Hill • 1
Northeastern University • 1
Northwestern University • 5
Oberlin College • 2
Oxford College of Emory 

University • 2
University of Pennsylvania • 15
Pomona College • 1
Princeton University • 9
Purdue University • 1
University of Richmond • 1
Sciences Po - Columbia University 

Dual BA • 1
Skidmore College • 1
Smith College • 1
Univ. of Southern California • 4
Southern Methodist University • 1
St. John’s University • 1
Stanford University • 5

Swarthmore College • 1
Syracuse University • 3
University of Toronto • 1
Trinity College • 3
Tufts University • 3
Tulane University • 4
University of Oxford • 2
University of St. Andrews • 5
Vanderbilt University • 2
University of  Vermont • 2
Villanova University • 2
University of  Virginia • 6
Wake Forest University • 4
Washington University in 

St. Louis • 8
Wellesley College • 1
Wesleyan University • 3
Whitman College • 1
Williams College • 3
Univ. of  Wisconsin, Madison • 1
Yale University • 4

COLLEGE MATRICULATION 2014-2018


