
The Chapin School, in partnership with  
The Gilder Lehrman Institute of American History, presents: 

 
“Frederick Douglass: Prophet of Freedom” 

An evening with Professor David W. Blight 

                                                    
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
David W. Blight is a teacher, scholar and public historian. At Yale University he is Class of 1954 Professor of 
American History, and Director of the Gilder Lehrman Center for the Study of Slavery, Resistance, and Abolition. 
At the Gilder Lehrman Center, Professor Blight organizes conferences, working groups, lectures, the administering 
of the annual Frederick Douglass Book Prize, and many public outreach programs on the history of slavery and its 
abolition.  He previously taught at Amherst College for thirteen years. He works in many capacities in the world of 
public history, including on boards of museums and historical societies, and as a member of a small team of advisors 
to the 9/11 Memorial and Museum team of curators. 
 
Professor Blight will discuss his new book, Frederick Douglass: Prophet of Freedom, the definitive, dramatic biography 
of the most important African American of the nineteenth century. In his talk, Professor Blight will explore how 
Frederick Douglass escaped from slavery in Baltimore, was mentored under William Lloyd Garrison, and ultimately 
rose to become the greatest orator of his day and one of the leading abolitionists and writers of the era. 
Professor Blight will also discuss the recently unearthed archival materials he drew from, including private 
collections and recently discovered issues of Douglass’s newspapers, to create the first major biography of 
Douglass in a quarter century. 
 
Professor Blight is a frequent book reviewer for the New York Times, Washington Post Book World, Chicago Tribune, 
Los Angeles Times, San Francisco Chronicle, Boston Globe, Slate.com and other newspapers, and has written many 
articles on abolitionism, American historical memory and African American intellectual and cultural history.  He is 
one of the authors of the bestselling American history textbook for the college level, A People and a 
Nation (Cengage).  He is also series advisor and editor for American History and Culture, a popular series of 
teaching books for the college level from Bedford Books. 

 
RSVP by January 21 with acceptances only to Samantha Greenberg at sgreenberg@chapin.edu or 212.570.4995 

Tuesday, January 29, 2019 
6:00 p.m. to 7:30 p.m. 

 

The Chapin School, 100 East End Avenue, Assembly Room 
6:00 p.m. Reception  
6:30 p.m. Lecture 

 
This event is open to all students, families, faculty, staff and alumnae.  


