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Picture Books 
 

   	     

 
Agee, Jon   It’s Only Stanley 

The mysterious noises in the Wimbledons’ house always end up 
being caused by Stanley the dog fixing something, but what is 
he really up to? 

 
Atteberry, Kevan  Bunnies!!! 

A spare, yet high energy story about a monster that really, really 
wants to play with some bunnies. 

 
Barnett, Mac   Sam & Dave Dig a Hole 

Sam and Dave dig a hole with the hope of discovering 
something exciting. 

 
Blackall, Sophie The Baby Tree 

After learning that his parents are expecting a baby, a young 
boy gets different explanations about where babies come from 
before getting the right answer.   

 
Bolden, Tonya   Beautiful Moon: A Child’s Prayer 

In his room in the city with the glowing moon just outside his 
window, a boy offers prayers for those in need and for all the 
members of his family. 

   
Campbell, K. G.   Mermaid and the Shoe  

When King Neptune’s daughter, Minnow, finds a mysterious red 
object, she sets out to find out what it is and discovers 
something about herself along the way. 

 
Castillo, Lauren   Nana in the City 

A 2015 Caldecott Honor Book about a grandmother showing her 
grandson around New York City. 

 
Copeland, Misty Firebird: Ballerina Misty Copeland Shows a Young Girl How to 

Dance Like the Firebird 
The story of a young girl who is encouraged to have faith in her 
abilities and to work hard so that someday she too can become 
Firebird. 

 
De La Pena, Matt  Last Stop on Market Street 

A young boy learns quite a bit from his grandmother as they ride 
the bus across town. 
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Dempsey, Kristy   A Dance Like Starlight 
A young African-American girl dreams of growing up to be a 
prima ballerina in the 1950s 

 
DiPucchio, Kelly   Zombies in Love 2+1 

After discovering a baby on their doorstep, Mortimer and Mildred 
need to figure out how to teach him to be a good zombie baby. 

 
Dipucchio, Sally   Gaston 

A bulldog raised in a poodle family and a tough poodle raised in 
a bulldog family meet one day in the park. 

 
Donofrio, Beverly  Where’s Mommy? 

While trying to keep their friendship a secret from their mothers, 
a human girl and a mouse make a surprising discovery. 

 
Dubuc, Marianne  The Lion and the Bird 

A lion finds a wonderful bird in his garden and decides to care 
for it through the winter. 

 
Engle, Margarita  Drum Dream Girl 

Based on the life of Millo Castro Zaldarriaga, the story of a 
young girl striving to become the first female drummer in Cuba. 

 
Jeffers, Oliver   Once Upon an Alphabet 
    Each letter of the alphabet has its own story. 
 
Jenkins, Emily A Fine Dessert: Four Centuries, Four Families, One Delicious 

Treat 
Four families, in four different cities, over four centuries, make 
the same delicious dessert, Blackberry Fool. 

 
Johnson, Angela  All Different Now 

A family celebrates their freedom from slavery on a day that 
would be later known as Juneteenth. 

 
Hall, Kirsten   The Jacket 

A story that highlights the relationship between a girl and a 
book. 

 
Hawkes, Kevin   Remy and Lulu 

A down-on-his-luck painter with poor eyesight teams up with a 
dog with a knack for painting portraits. 

 
Hofmeyr, Dianne  Zeraffa Giraffa 

Based on the true story of a giraffe that was sent from Egypt as 
a gift to the King of France in 1827. 

 
Isabella, Jude   The Red Bicycle 

A boy donates his beloved bicycle to an organization that sends 
used bikes to Burkina Faso where the bike starts a journey 
through many hands and makes a huge difference in many lives. 
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Khan, Rukhsana   King for a Day 
Even though he is confined to a wheel chair, a Pakistani boy 
tries to capture the most kites during the annual spring kite 
festival, Basant. 

 
Miki, Roy and Slavia  Dolphin SOS 

Based on true events, Dolphin SOS recounts the story of three 
dolphins trapped in an ice-covered cove on the coast of 
Newfoundland. 

 
Novak, B. J.   The Book With No Pictures 
    The reader needs to say every silly word, no matter what! 
 
Pennypacker, Sara  Meet the Dullards 

Mr. and Mrs. Dullard do their very best to make sure that their 
children are never exposed to anything exciting. 

 
Rocco, John   Blizzard 

After being snowed in for days, a boy becomes a neighborhood 
hero when he manages to trudge to the local store and bring 
back supplies. 

 
Santant, Dan   The Adventures of Beekle: the Unimaginary Friend 

This 2015 Caldecott winner is about an imaginary friend who 
waits a long time to be imagined by a child. 

 
Shea, Bob   Kid Sheriff and the Terrible Toads 

The Toad brothers are wreaking havoc in Drywater Gulch when 
a boy rides into town on his tortoise and declares himself the 
new sheriff. 

     
Spires, Ashley   The Most Magnificent Thing 

A little girl has a wonderful idea. But making the most 
magnificent thing turns out to be harder than she thinks. 

 
Thong, Roseanne Greenfield Green is a Chile Pepper 
 A little girl discovers all the bright colors in her Hispanic 

American neighborhood. 
 
Tourville, Jacqueline  Albie’s First Word: A Tale Inspired by Albert Einstein’s Childhood 

A fictionalized account of the series of activities that Albert 
Einstein’s doctor might have recommended to stimulate him to 
talk when he was three-years-old. 

 
Tullet, Herve   Mix it Up 

From the author of Press Here, a book where readers are 
directed to mix and experiment with colors throughout the book. 
 

Uegaki, Chieri Hana Hashimoto, Sixth Violin 
Hana decides to play violin in the school talent show, but when 
the show day arrives, Hana is overcome with nerves until she 
recalls her grandfather’s encouraging words. 
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Folktales 
 
 

   	    

 
Aylesworth, Jim   My Grandfather’s Coat 

A tailor’s very old overcoat is recycled numerous times over the 
years into a variety of garments and other uses. 

 
Elya, Susan Middleton  Little Roja Riding Hood 

A rhyming twist on the classic fairy tale in which a little girl saves 
her grandmother from a wolf. 

 
Hsyu, J.C   The Dinner that Cooked Itself 

In this retelling of an ancient Chinese folk tale, a hard-working 
young bachelor is rewarded for his kindness. 

 
Icinori    Issun Boshi: The One-Inch Boy 

The classic Japanese fairy tale that tells the story of the tiny but 
brave son of an old couple who did not think that they would 
ever have a child. 

 
Kheiriyeh, Rashin  Two Parrots 

Retells a Persian tale about a parrot who, despite living with a 
wealthy merchant, eating great food, and having a golden cage, 
longs to be free. 

 
Montileaux, Donald  Tasunka 

In this legend written in Lakota and English, the Lakota people 
grow rich and powerful from capturing and taming wild horses 
only to have the Great Spirit take the gift of the horses away 
from them. 

 
Rodgers, Greg   Chukfi Rabbit’s Big, Bad Bellyache: A Trickster Tale 

Bear, Turtle, Fox, and Beaver agree to build Ms. Possum a new 
house, but Chukfi Rabbit says he is too busy to help until he 
hears there will be a Chocktaw feast. 

 
Sehgal, Kabir   A Bucket of Blessings 

Based on the Indian myth about a monkey who tries to save his 
village, and a dancing peacock that brings rain. 
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Early Readers 
 

  	     
 
Arnold, Tedd   Fly Guy’s Amazing Tricks 

Fly Guy can put on quite a show with all the new tricks that Buzz 
has taught him. 

 
Kang, Anna   You Are Not Small 
     A very amusing story about relative size. 
 
Lin, Grace   Twice as Silly 

Identical twins Ling and Ting like to be silly, tell jokes, and laugh 
together. 

 
Rylant, Cythia   Mr. Putter  & Tabby Turn the Page 

Mr. Putter and Mrs. Teaberry bring Tabby and Zeke to the library 
for a special storytime. 

 
Shea, Bob   Ballet Cat: The Totally Secret Secret 

Ballet Cat and Sparkles the Pony are having a hard time figuring 
out what to play. 

 
Willems, Mo   Waiting is Not Easy! 

Piggie tells Gerald she has a surprise for him, but it is not there 
yet so Gerald must be patient. 

 

 
Graphic Novels and Wordless Books 

 

   

	  

	  
 

  

 
Orchard, Eric   Maddy Kettle: The Adventures of the Thimblewitch 

Maddy goes on an adventure of a lifetime to find the mysterious 
Thimblewitch who turned her mom and dad into kangaroo rats. 
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Becker, Aaron   Quest 
Two children are swept up in an imaginative quest to save the 
king and his realm from dark forces in this wordless picture 
book. 

 
Bell, Cece   El Deafo 

A graphic novel memoir about the author who grew up hearing 
impaired. 

 
Camcam, Princesse  Fox’s Garden 

One snowy night a lost fox shelters in a greenhouse and a young 
boy brings a basket of food for the fox in this beautifully 
illustrated wordless picture book. 

 
Colon, Raul   Draw! 

A wordless picture book about the power of the imagination in 
which a boy draws himself going on an African safari. 

 
Frazee, Marla   The Farmer and the Clown 

A baby clown is reluctantly rescued by a farmer after he 
accidentally bounces off a circus train and is separated from his 
family in this wordless book.     

 
Idle, Molly    Flora and the Penguin 

Flora and a penguin create a complex dance on ice that reveals 
the intricacies of friendship in this wordless book. 

 
Lawson, JonArno  Sidewalk Flowers 

A little girl collects wildflowers while on a walk with her 
distracted father in this wordless picture book. 

 
Lendler, Ian   The Stratford Zoo Midnight Revue Presents Macbeth 

When the Stratford Zoo closes for the evening, the animals 
sneak out of their cages and use their limited acting ability to 
put on an unusual version of Shakespeare’s “Macbeth.” 

 
Nolan, Dennis   Hunters of the Great Forest 

A band of hunters goes off on a mysterious but worthwhile 
expedition in this wordless picture book. 

 
Nordling, Bosch   Bird Cat Dog 

Tells the story of a bird, a cat, and a dog through wordless 
comics. 

 
Pearson, Luke   Hilda and the Black Hound 

In this graphic novel Hilda meets the Nisse – a mischievous but 
charismatic bunch of misfits with some intriguing secrets. 

 
Pett, Mark   The Girl and the Bicycle 

A wordless picture book in which a girl sees a bicycle she wants 
to buy, works hard to earn the money for it, then gets a 
pleasant surprise. 

 



The Chapin Lower School Book List 2015 

	   8	  

Simpson, Dana   Phoebe and Her Unicorn 
A graphic novel that highlights the unlikely friendship between a 
somewhat awkward girl and a sarcastic unicorn. 

 
Sturm, James   Sleepless Knight 

The Knight and his trusty horse Edward go on a camping trip, 
but the Knight cannot sleep when he discovers he has left his 
beloved teddy bear behind. 

 
Telgemeier, Raina  Sisters 

In graphic novel format, Raina Telgemeier shares the story of 
her relationship with her younger sister. 

 
 

Chapter Books 
 

   	      
 
Allen, Elise   Enchanted Sisters: Autumn’s Secret Gift 

In Mother Nature’s realm, sisters Autumn, Winter, Spring, and 
Summer are responsible for each magical turn of the seasons, 
but Autumn has lost a special gift from Mother Nature and her 
sisters must help her find it. 

 
Amato, Mary   Good Crooks: Missing Monkey 

Tired of being pressured to help commit crimes, twins Jillian and 
Billy band together to do good deeds while their parents kidnap 
a monkey from the zoo, hoping to teach it to steal. 

 
Cronin, Doreen   The Chicken Squad: The First Misadventure 

When the squirrel Tail comes barreling into the chicken coop 
ranting about a round, shiny, green, big, scary thing in the yard, 
Dirt, Sweetie, Poppy, and Sugar investigate this strange object. 

 
DiCamillo, Kate   Leroy Ninker Saddles Up: Tales from Deckawoo Drive 

Leroy wants to be a real life cowboy but he needs a horse. When 
he finally gets a horse named Maybelline, many a humorous 
adventures ensues. 

 
Foxlee, Karen   Ophelia and the Marvelous Boy 

Science minded Ophelia discovers an imprisoned Marvelous Boy 
in the city museum who reveals that the Snow Queen will 
release terrible things upon humanity in three days if she is not 
stopped. 
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Hale, Shannon   The Princess in Black 
While having hot cocoa with the Dutchess, Princess Magnolia 
must sneak away to fight monsters as her alter ego the Princess 
in Black. 

 
Hanlon, Abby   Dory Fantasmagory 

Dory, the youngest in her family, is a girl with a very active 
imagination, an she spends the summer playing with her 
imaginary friend and driving her family crazy. 

 
Jones, Kelly A.   Unusual Chickens for the Exceptional Poultry Farmer 

Through a series of letters, Sophie Brown, age twelve, tells of 
her family’s move to her great-uncle Jim’s farm, where she 
begins taking care of some unusual chickens. 

 
Larson, Kirby   Dash 

When her family is forced into a Japanese internment camp, 
Mitsi is separated from her home, her classmates, and her 
beloved dog, Dash. 

 
Levy, Dana Alison  The Misadventures of the Family Fletcher 

Relates the adventures of a family with two fathers, four 
adopted boys, and a variety of pets as they make their way 
through a school year. 

 
Mass, Wendy   Space Taxi: Archie takes Flight 

On “Take Your Kid to Work Day,” eight-year-old Archie discovers 
that his father drives a space taxi that shuttles aliens from one 
area of the universe to another. 

 
MacLachlan, Patricia  Fly Away 

While in North Dakota helping her Aunt Frankie prepare for a 
possible flood, Lucy finds her voice as a poet. 

 
McKay, Hilary   Lulu and the Rabbit Next Door 

When Lulu’s next-door neighbor doesn’t seem to be looking after 
his rabbit, Lulu and her cousin Mellie devise a scheme to make 
him pay more attention to his pet. 

 
Nye, Naomi Shihab  The Turtle of Oman 

A quiet and beautiful story about a boy trying to figure out how 
to say goodbye to his home, his grandfather, and his friends as 
he prepares to move to the U.S with his parents. 

 
Primavera, Elise   Ms. Rapscott’s Girls 

The students at Great Rapscott School for Daughters of Busy 
Parents get an education that is far from ordinary. 

 
Ryan, Carrie   The Map to Everywhere 

Twelve-year-old Fin, a master thief, and Marrill,, a girl from 
Arizona, cross paths in the magical world of the Pirate Stream 
while on a quest for a mysterious map. 
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Scanlon, Liz Garton  The Great Good Summer 
Twelve-year-old Ivy, whose mother may have run off with a 
charismatic preacher to Florida, and classmate Paul, who wants 
to see a Space Shuttle before the program is scrapped, team up 
for a summer adventure that is full of surprises. 

 
Stratford, Jordan The Wollstonecraft Detective Agency, Book 1: The Case of the 

Missing Moonstone 
Imagine it is London during 1826 and Ada Lovelace (the world’s 
first computer programmer) and Mary Shelley (author of 
Frankenstein) form a secret detective agency. 

 
Tak, Bibi Dumon  Mikis and the Donkey 

Set in a small Greek town, Mikis has been given a donkey by his 
grandfather and a wonderful friendship ensues.  

 
Woods, Brenda   The Blossoming Universe of Violet Diamond 

A biracial girl finally gets the chance to meet the African 
American side of her family. 

 
 

Nonfiction 
 

   	    
 
Burns, Loree Griffin   Handle With Care: An Unusual Butterfly Journey  

A focus on the life of the Blue Morpho Butterfly at the El Bosque 
Nuevo butterfly farm in Costa Rica.     

 
Cox, Lynne   Elizabeth, Queen of the Seas 

Describes how an elephant seal made a home in New Zealand’s 
narrow Avon River and despite volunteers towing her farther out 
to sea, she always managed to return. 

 
Davies, Nicola   Tiny Creatures: The World of Microbes 

Looks at all the different microbes that inhabit the Earth and 
examines the varied jobs they do. 

 
Ehlert, Lois   The Scraps Book: Notes from a Colorful Life 

The children’s book author/illustrator shares with us her book-
making inspiration and process. 

 
Gay, Marie-Louise  Any Questions? 

This book answers many of the questions the author receives 
from children on writing, including where she gets her ideas, 
how she learned to draw, and how many books she can write in 
one day. 
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Grant, R. J.   Superstars of History 
    Explores the deeds of key historical figures. 
 
Kontzias, Bill   Look and See: A What’s-Not-the-Same Game 

Displays two pictures for the reader and invites them to look at 
the second picture to spot the differences from the first picture.  

 
Ramstein, Anne-Margot  Before After 

A sophisticated concept book that looks at the before-and-after 
connections between various things and objects. 

 
Roy, Katherine   Neighborhood Sharks 

An up close look at the ocean’s most fearsome and famous 
predator and the scientists who study them. 

 
Stewart, Melissa   Feathers: Not Just for Flying 

Done in a scrapbook style, this book reveals many surprising 
functions of feathers. 

 
Tonatiuh, Duncan Separate is Never Equal: Sylvia Mendez & Her Family’s Fight for 

Desegregation 
How an eight-year-old girl of Mexican and Puerto Rican heritage 
played an instrumental role in a landmark desegregation case. 

 
Vosburgh Agnone, Julie  What in the World? 

Offers a series of diverse types of picture puzzles intended to 
strengthen visual skills, cognitive skills, and memory. 

 
Ward, Jennifer   Mama Built a Little Nest 

Illustrations and simple, rhyming text introduce different kinds of 
birds’ nests, from the scrapes falcons build on high, craggy 
ledges to the underground nests burrowing owls dig. 
 

Walker, Sally M. Winnie: The True Story of the Bear Who Inspired Winnie-the-
Pooh 

 When a soldier during WW I saw a baby bear at the train 
station, he bought him. However, when the soldier had to go off 
to battle, he made the difficult decision to bring the bear to the 
London Zoo and that is where Winnie met Christopher Robin. 

 

Biography 
 

   	    
 
Benson Kathleen  Draw What You See: The Life and Art of Benny Andrews 

An illustrated look at the life and work of the African American 
artist. 
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Bryant, Jen   The Right Word: Roget and His Thesaurus 
A picture book biography of Peter Mark Roget, the creator of 
Roget’s Thesaurus, one of the most widely used reference books 
ever published. 

 
Burleigh, Robert   Edward Hopper Paints His World 

A striking picture book that reveals a great deal about the life of 
the accomplished artist.     

 
Davis, Kathryn Gibbs  Mr. Ferris and His Wheel 

Describes how the engineer George Ferris invented the famous 
carnival attraction  for the renowned  1893 Chicago World’s Fair. 

 
DePrince, Michaela Ballerina Dreams 
 When Michaela was living in and orphanage in Sierra Leone, she 

saw a photo of a ballerina that changed her life. 
 
Fern, Tracey Dare the Wind: The Record-breaking Voyage of Eleanor Prentiss 

and the Flying Cloud 
The exciting story of a woman who navigated a ship to set the 
world record for speed in 1851. 

 
Kugler, Tina & Carson  In Mary’s Garden 

Find out more about the artist Mary Nohl and the truly 
fantastical world that she created in her yard. 

 
MacLachlan, Patricia  The Iridescence of Birds : A Book About Henri Matisse 

Those things that Henri Matisse would have seen as a child that 
may have influenced him as an artist many years later. 

 
Martin, Jacqueline Briggs Alice Waters and the Trip to Delicious 

The story of how Alice Waters became a cook, restaurateur, and 
founder of the school garden-to-table program, The Edible 
Schoolyard. 

 
Morales, Yuyi   Viva Frida 

In this deceptively simple book about Frida Kahlo, the real story 
is in the beautiful illustrations. 

 
Nolan, Nina   Mahalia Jackson 

Describes the life and accomplishments of Mahalia Jackson, from 
her difficult childhood and her early love of gospel music to her 
landmark performance during the historic March on Washington. 

 
Rabinowitz, Alan  A Boy and A Jaguar 

How a boy who stuttered discovered that he had a gift for 
communicating with animals and grew up to be an influential 
wildlife conservationist and spokesperson.  

 
Rosenstock, Barb  The Noisy Paint Box 

This Caldecott Honor Book looks at how Vasya Kandinsky tried to 
be a traditional artist but his ability to “hear the colors” took him 
a very different creative direction. 
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Russell-Brown, Katherine Little Melba and Her Big Trombone 

Melba Doretta Liston’s love for music as a child would lead her to 
become an extraordinary trombone player and arranger as an 
adult. 

 
Sis, Peter   The Pilot and the Little Prince 

A tribute to the life of the creator of “The Little Prince” traces his 
early achievements as a pilot, his efforts to break aviation 
records, and the experiences that inspired his writing life. 

 
Sisson, Stephanie Roth  Star Stuff: Carl Sagan and the Mysteries of the Cosmos 

How a curious child became a renowned expert on the cosmos.  
 
Tavares, Matt Growing Up Pedro: How the Martinez Brothers Made it From the 

Dominican Republic All the Way to the Major Leagues 
 Two brothers with a strong bond and a great love for baseball. 
 
Thompson, Laurie Ann Emmanuel’s Dream: The True Story of Emmanuel Ofosu Yeboah 

How a boy from West Africa with one leg grew up to be a 
champion for the disabled in Ghana and around the world. 

 
Winter, Jeanette  Mr. Cornell’s Dream Boxes 

Discusses how the American artist Joseph Cornell created his 
shadow boxes, art works filled with random objects that he 
found on his walks throughout New York City. 

 
Woodson, Jaqueline  Brown Girl Dreaming 

A chapter book of poems that beautifully share what it was like 
for Jacqueline Woodson to grow up as an African American in 
the 1960s and 1970s. 

 
Poetry 

   	  

 
    Haiti My Country: Poems by Haitian Schoolchildren 

Presents a collection of poems by Haitian schoolchildren that 
look at Haiti. 

 
Elliot, David   On the Wing 
    A lyrical tribute to fifteen avian species for young birders. 
 
 
Florian, Douglas   Poem Depot: Aisles of Smiles 

Humorous and clever poetry that wonderfully captures the 
silliness of everyday life. 
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Janeczko, Paul B.  Firefly July 
    An illustrated collection of classic short poems. 
 
Latbam, Irene   Dear Wandering Wildebeest 

A collection of poems about the different animals who come to a 
water hole on the African grasslands. 

 
Muth, Jon J.   Hi, Koo! 
    A series of twenty-six haikus celebrating the four seasons. 
 
Sidman, Joyce    Winter Bees & Other Poems of the Cold 

A collection of poems that explores how animals survive the cold 
during the winter season. 
 

New in Series Books 
 

   	  
 
Birdsall, Jeanne   The Penderwicks in Spring (Penderwicks Series) 

As spring arrives on Gardam Street, there are surprises in store 
for each Penderwick. 

 
Cheng, Andrea   The Year of the Three Sisters (Anna Wang Series) 

Twelve-year-old Anna’s friend Andee tries to bring Fan from 
China to Cincinnati on a year-long cultural exchange. 

 
Davies, Jacqueline  The Magic Trap (The Lemonade War Series) 

The Treski kids try to prepare for a hurricane but end up with an 
even bigger surprise coming to town. 

 
Hatke, Ben   The Return of Zita the Spacegirl (Zita the Spacegirl Series) 

Zia the Spacegirl is wrongfully imprisoned on a penitentiary 
planet where she must escape to halt an evil warden’s plans for 
interstellar domination. 

 
Hill, Kirkpatrick   Bo at Iditarod Creek (Bo at Ballard Creek) 

In 1920s Alaska, after five-year-old Bo and her two adoptive 
fathers move to Iditarod Creek to work at a new gold mine, Bo 
feels homesick until she realizes there is friendship to be found 
everywhere. 

 
Martin, Ann M. Martin The Doll People Set Sail (The Doll People Series) 
 Annabelle Doll, Tiffany Funcraft, and their families journey from 

home. 
 
McKay, Hilary Lulu and the Hamster in the Night (Lulu and the Duck in the 

Park) 
 Seven–year-old Lulu adopts a hamster and must keep it a secret 

from her grandmother. 


