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Chapter Books 
 

         
	  

 
 
Appelt, Kathi   The True Blue Scouts of Sugar Man Swamp 

Twelve-year-old Chap Brayburn, the ancient Sugar Man and two 
raccoon brothers try to save the Bayou Tourterelle from feral 
pigs and greedy developers. 

 
Black, Holly   Doll Bones 

Life become quite creepy and scary for three middle school 
friends when a bone-china doll that they often played with 
seems to be the ghost of a girl who is now haunting their 
dreams. 

 
Blackwood, Sage  Jinx 

An orphaned boy named Jinx encounters magic and danger in 
the dark forest known as the Urwald.     

 
Blakemore, Megan Frazer The Water Castle 

Moving into an inherited mansion in Maine with their mother and 
stroke-afflicted father, three siblings uncover a mystery involving 
hidden passageways, family rivalries, and healing waters. 

 
Burg, Ann E.    Serafina’s Promise 

Serafina’s dream of going to school in Port-au-Prince, Haiti 
becomes even more distant when the earthquake hits and she 
must find the courage to help her family.   

 
Cervantes, Angela  Gaby, Lost and Found 

Gaby Ramirez Howard volunteers at the animal shelter and 
would like to adopt a cat named, Feather. But with her mother 
deported to Honduras, Gaby has no home herself. 

 
Cheng, Andrea   The Year of the Book 

Anna, an Asian-American girl in fourth grade, must figure out 
how to navigate her relationships with family and friends. 

 
Creech, Sharon   The Boy on the Porch 

One day a young couple find a boy asleep on their porch. The 
boy is unable to speak and explain who he is, so they choose to 
care for him. 
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DiCamillo, Kate   Flora & Ulysses 
Flora rescues a squirrel that demonstrates astonishing powers of 
strength and flight after having been accidentally sucked into a 
vacuum cleaner. 

 
Edinger, Monica   Africa is My Home 

A tale of a child who arrives in America on the slave ship, 
Amistad.  

 
Gaiman, Neil   Fortunately the Milk 

While picking up milk for his children’s cereal, a father is 
abducted by aliens and finds himself on a wild adventure 
through time and space. 

 
Glassman, Miriam  Call Me Oklahoma! 

Paige Turner is determined to be different for fourth grade: 
someone brave and gutsy. 

 
Graff, Lisa   A Tangle of Knots 

Cady, an orphan with a Talent for cake baking encounters a 
family of children searching for their own Talents and a Talent 
thief that will alter her life forever. 

 
Haskell, Merrie   Handbook for Dragon Slayers 

With a lame food and a bookish nature, Princess Matilda, along 
with two companions, end up on an incredible adventure as they 
flee the kingdom and an evil cousin.  

 
Hill, Kirkpatrick   Bo at Ballard Creek 

It’s the 1920s, and Bo was headed for an Alaska orphanage 
when she won the hearts of two tough gold miners who set out 
to raise her, enthusiastically helped by all the king people of the 
nearby Eskimo village. 

 
House, Silas   Same Sun Here 

An Indian immigrant girl in New York City and a Kentucky coal 
miner’s son become pen pals. 

 
Jinks, Catherine   How to Catch a Bogle 

In 1870s London, a young orphan girl becomes the apprentice to 
a man who traps monsters for a living. 

 
Kurtz, Chris   The Adventures of a South Pole Pig 

Flora the pig ditches the sedentary life on the farm for an 
adventure in Antarctica. 

 
Kurtz, Jane   Anna Was Here 
    When Anna’s family moves to Kansas so that her  

father can be the minister of a church there, she makes new 
friends, goes to a new school, and has to get used to living in 
the heart of Tornado Alley. 
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MacLachlan, Patricia   White Fur Flying 
A sad and silent nine-year-old boy finds his voice when he 
moves next to a family that rescues dogs. 

 
Martin, Ann M.    Family Tree: Better to Wish 

In this first book in a series that follows the lives of several 
generations of women in a single family, we learn about the life 
of Abigail, starting when she is eight and living in a small town in 
Main during the 1930s, until she turns twenty-three and lives in 
NYC. 

 
Shurtliff, Liesl   Rump: The True Story of Rumpelstiltskin 

When Rump discovers that he can turn straw into gold, he hopes 
that he can make his way out of poverty. But as is with most 
magic, there is a price to pay. A new twist on the classic fairy 
tale. 

 
Rundell, Katherine  Rooftoppers 

When authorities threaten to take Sophie, twelve, from Charles, 
a fellow shipwreck survivor who has been her guardian since she 
was a baby, the pair go to Paris to try to find Sophie’s mother 
and, in the process, discover the world of the rooftoppers.  

 
Tingle, Tim How I Became a Ghost: A Choctaw Trail of Tears Story 
 A Choctaw boy tells the story of his tribe’s removal from the only 

land its people had ever known, and how their journey to 
Oklahoma led him to become a ghost – one with the ability to 
help those he left behind. 

 
Webb, Holly   Rose 

Although Rose had always wanted to be an ordinary girl with an 
ordinary life, she realizes she may possess a little bit of magic. 

 
Williams-Garcia   P.S. Be Eleven 

The Gaither sisters are back in Brooklyn, where changes large 
and small come to their household as they grow up during the 
turbulent 1960s. 
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Graphic Novels 
 
     

   
   

 
 
Cammuso, Frank  The Misadventures of Salem Hyde: Spelling Trouble 

Trouble abounds when a young witch is good at casting spells 
but not so good at spelling. 

 
Harrell, Rob   Monster on the Hill 

In a fantastical England where each small town has a monster, 
the people of Stoker-on-Avon have to help their own, a 
depressed creature named Rayburn, become the monster he 
was born to be. 

 
Kim, Patti   Here I am 

Tells the story in pictures of a family newly immigrated to the 
United States and the challenges of starting a life in a new place. 

 
Montijo, Rhode   The Gumazing Gum Girl!: Chews Your Destiny 

Gabby Gomez loves gum, but after a bubble hits a power line, 
she becomes Gum Girl! 

 
Phelan, Matt   Bluffton: My Summers with Buster 

Over several summers, Henry bonds with a young Buster Keaton 
when the young star comes to Henry’s town with a troupe of 
vaudeville performers. 

 
Pearson, Luke   Hilda and the Bird Parade 

Despite some troubling adventures when she ventures out into 
her neighborhood alone just after moving to the city with her 
mother, Hilda manages to find the bird parade in time for an 
amazing surprise. 
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Nonfiction 
 
 

   	  
    

 
 
Berne, Jennifer   On a Beam of Light: A Story of Albert Einstein 

Travel along with Einstein on a journey full of curiosity, laughter, 
and scientific discovery. 

 
Brown, Don Henry and the Cannons: An Extraordinary True Story of the 

American Revolution 
Before Washington crossed the Delaware, Henry Knox crossed 
Massachusetts in winter – with 59 cannons in tow. 

 
Bryant, Jen   A Splash of Red: The Life and Art of Horace Pippin 

An illustrated introduction the life and work of artist Horace 
Pippin, describing his childhood love for drawing and the World 
War I injury that challenged his career. 

 
Cooke, Lucy   A Little Book of Sloth 

A photographic picture book featuring adorable, orphaned baby 
sloths that live in the Avarios Sloth Sanctuary in Costa Rica. 

 
Floca, Brian   Locomotive 

Presents a visual exploration of America’s early railroads. 
 
Freedman, Russell Becoming Ben Franklin: How a Candle-Maker’s Son Helped Light 

the Flame of Liberty 
 How Ben Franklin went from being a poor and friendless 

seventeen-year-old runaway to being a distinguished statesman, 
renowned author, and world-famous scientist. 

 
Huey, Lois Miner Ick! Yuck! Eew!: Our Gross American History 
 Do you know just how gross daily life was in the United States 

around the time of the American Revolution? Stay away from 
this title if you are easily grossed out. 

 
Jenkins, Steve The Animal Book: A Collection of the Fastest, Fiercest, Toughest, 

Cleverest, Shyest, and Most Surprising Animals on Earth 
Beautiful illustrations and amazing facts about three hundred 
animals. 
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Lupton, Hugh Demeter and Persephone 
 Retells the Greek myth of Persephone and her mother, Demeter. 

whose grief over losing her daughter brings about the coming of 
the seasons. 

 
Martin, Jacqueline Briggs Farmer Will Allen and the Growing Table 

The true story of how an innovative former basketball star 
became a teacher, community leader and farmer in his efforts fo 
bring good food to every table. 

 
Napoli, Donna Jo  Treasury of Egyptian Mythology 

Illustrated, narrative accounts of the stories of the Sun God Ra, 
the Sphinx, and numerous pharaohs and queens along with 
historical, cultural, and geographic facts. 

 
Pinkney, Andrea Davis  Martin & Mahalia: His Words, Her Song 

Explores the intersecting lives of the civil rights leader, Martin 
Luther King, Jr., and the gospel singer, Mahalia Jackson. 

 
Roth, Susan   Parrots Over Puerto Rico 

A combined history of the Puerto Rican parrot and the island of 
Puerto Rico, highlighting current efforts to save the Puerto Rican 
parrot by protecting and managing this endangered species. 
    

Rusch, Elizabeth  Eruption!: Volcanoes and the Science of Saving Lives 
An account of the work of volcanologists and their life-risking 
efforts to investigate dangerous volcanoes that pose threats to 
more than one billion people worldwide. 

 
Thimmesh, Catherine Scaly Spotted Feathered Frilled: How Do we Know What 

Dinosaurs Really Looked Like 
We may never have had the opportunity to lay our eyes upon an 
extinct dinosaur, but paleoartists use clues to scientifically and 
artistically recreate the images so that we can see them as 
accurately as possible.     

 
Turner, Pamela S.  The Dolphins of Shark Bay 

An engaging and eye-opening look at an amazing and 
captivating group of dolphins living in the wild and the woman 
scientist and her team that have been studying them. 
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Poetry 
 
 

    

 
 
Brown, Calef   We Go Together! 
    Silly and sweet poems about love and friendship 
 
Kennedy, Caroline  Poems to Learn by Heart 

Features 100 poems that touch upon a wide range of feelings, 
meanings, and wisdom. 

 
Prelutsky, Jack   Stardines Swim High Across the Sky 
    Silly, strange, and sensational animal poems. 
 
Grimes, Nikki   Words with Wings 

A collection of poems about a girl who uses daydreaming as a 
way to escape the pressures of going to a new school. 


