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Picture Books 

 

     

 
Barnett, Mac   Count the Monkeys 

A funny book that seems to be missing Monkeys. 
 
Bean, Jonathan   Building Our House 

A young girl narrates her family’s move from the city to the 
country where they build a house from the ground up. 

 
Beaty, Daniel   Knock Knock 

An absent father leaves his son with a letter filled with advice to 
guide him through the times that they are apart. 

 
Brown, Monica   Marisol McDonald and the Clash Bash 

Marisol is turning eight and she would love to celebrate her 
birthday with her Abuelita who lives far away in Peru. 

 
Brown, Peter   Mr. Tiger Goes Wild  

Bored with city life, Mr. Tiger has a wild idea that leads him to 
discover his true nature. 

 
Cunnane, Kelly   Deep in the Sahara 

A West African girl want to wear a malafa, the veiled dress worn 
by her mother and older sister. 

 
Daywait, Drew   The Day the Crayons Quit 

When Duncan arrives at school, he finds a stack of letters, one 
from each of his crayons, complaining about how he uses them. 

 
Fleming, Candace  Papa’s Mechanical Fish 

An inventor, with the help of his family, builds a working 
submarine in 1851. 

 
Fogliano, Julie   If You Want to See a Whale 

A lovely and quiet book that shares with its readers what to do, 
and not to do, if one wants to see a whale. 

 
Gordon, Gus   Herman and Rosie 

In New York City, music brings together a lonely crocodile and 
deer.  

 
Graham, Bob   The Silver Button 

A baby brother’s first step coincides with so many other magical 
moments throughout the city. 
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Heos, Bridget   Mustache Baby 
Baby Billy is born with a mustache and his parents must figure 
out if it’s a good-guy or a bad-guy mustache. 

 
Jordan-Fenton, Christy  When I Was Eight 

A strong-willed Inuit girl struggles to adapt to a new way of 
living when she attends a religious school. 

 
Miller, Pat Zietlow  Sophie’s Squash 
    A whimsical story about a girl who befriends a squash. 
 
Morgan, Angie   Daisy’s Big Dig 

Daisy plans a digging party for Mr. Hofmeister’s garden in hopes 
that neighbors will start talking to each other.   
  

Park, Linda Sue   Xander’s Panda Party 
When Xander the panda plans a party at zoo, things quickly 
become very complicated. 

 
Peet, Mal   Mysterious Traveler 

A blind desert guide and his adopted granddaughter try to save 
three lost travelers from a treacherous sand storm in the Sahara. 

 
Rosenthal, Amy Krouse  Exclamation Mark 

A punctuation mark feels bad that he doesn’t fit in until a friend 
reveals otherwise. 
  

Shannon, David   Bugs in my Hair 
A horrified boy discovers that he has head lice and tries to get 
rid of them. 

 
Shea, Bob   Unicorn Thinks He’s Pretty Great 

Envy turns to admiration and finally to friendship for  
Goat and Unicorn. 

 
Snicket, Lemony      The Dark 

Laszlo, frightened by the dark, must face his fears when his 
night light goes out. 

 
Tonatiuh, Duncan  Pancho Rabbit and the Coyote: A Migrants Tale 

When Papa Rabbit does not return home from working in the 
fields of El Norte, his son Pancho sets out on a dangerous trek to 
find him. 

 
Ungerer, Tomi   Fog Island 

Out on a boat and lost in the fog, Finn and his little sister Cara 
find themselves cast away on the murky shores of mysterious 
Fog Island. 

 
Woodson, Jacqueline  This is the Rope 

A rope is passed down through generations of an African 
American family as they journey north during the time of the 
Great Migration. 
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Folktales 
 

     
 
Bryant, Ashley   Can’t Scare Me 

A fearless little boy ignores Grandma’s warning about nighttime 
monsters until he runs away. 

 
Divakaruni, Chitra Banerjee Grandma and the Great Gourd 

On her way to visit her daughter on the other side of the jungle, 
Grandma encounters a hungry fox, bear, and tiger, and must 
find a way to outwit them all. 

 
Goldman, Judy   Whiskers, Tails & Wings 
    Animal folktales from five indigenous peoples of Mexico. 
 
Pinkney, Jerry   The Tortoise and the Hare 
    A beautifully illustrated version of the well-known fable. 
 
Schenker, Sybille  Hansel and Gretel 
    A stunning version of this classic fairy tale. 
 
Weulersse, Odile  Nasreddine 

As Nasreddine and his father take food and goods to market, 
people tease them no matter who is riding their donkey. 

 
 

Early Readers 
 

     
 
Hassett, Ann   Come Back, Ben 
    A balloon takes Ben on an adventure. 
 
Henkes, Kevin   Penny and Her Marbles 

Penny feels bad about taking a marble from her neighbor but is 
greeted with a surprise when she attempts to return it. 

 
Lin, Grace   Ling & Ting: Share a Birthday 

Identical twins Ling and Ting celebrate their birthday by sharing 
gifts and making wishes. 
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Pizzoli, Greg   The Watermelon Seed 
After swallowing a watermelon see, a crocodile imagines a scary 
outcome. 

 
Willems, Mo   A Big Guy Took My Ball! 

Piggie is upset because a Whale took the ball she found, but 
Gerald finds a solution that pleases all of them. 

 

 
Graphic Novels and Wordless Books 

 

        
 
Becker, Aaron   Journey 

Finding a magical crayon, a lonely girl draws a door on her 
bedroom wall that leads her to another world. 

 
Cammuso, Frank  The Misadventures of Salem Hyde: Spelling Trouble 

Trouble abounds when a young witch is good at spells but not 
spelling. 

 
Castellucci, Cecil  Odd Duck  

Theodora believes herself to be a normal duck and makes a 
friend in Chad – a duck who is just as eccentric as she is.  

 
Coudray, Philippe  Benjamin Bear in Bright Ideas! 

Benjamin Bear, accompanied by his rabbit friend, shares his 
observations and questions about the world around him. 

 
Gall, Chris   Awesome Dawson 

Dawson has been inventing things his whole life, but when his 
Vacu-Maniac malfunctions, it is Mooey who comes to the rescue. 

 
Idle, Molly   Flora and the Flamingo 

A friendship develops between a girl and a flamingo as they 
dance together in this wordless picture book. 

 
Pearson, Luke   Hilda and the Bird Parade 

After having some unexpected and somewhat scary adventures 
right after moving to the city with her mother, Hilda manages to 
find the bird parade in time for an amazing surprise. 

 
Sullivan, Mary   Ball 

While searching for someone to play with, a dog dreams of 
fantastical adventures he could have with his ball. 

 
Weisner, David   Mr. Wuffles! 

A worldless picture book about a cat toy that is actually a 
spaceship piloted by green aliens. 
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Chapter Books 
 

        
 
 
Ain, Beth   Starring Jules (as herself) 

Jules is a seven-year-old girl concerned with school and friends 
until a chance meeting with a casting director leads to an 
audition for a television commercial. 

 
Appelt, Kathi   The True Blue Scouts of Sugar Man Swamp 

Twelve-year-old Chap Brayburn, the ancient Sugar Man and two 
raccoon brothers try to save the Bayou Tourterelle from feral 
pigs and greedy developers. 

 
Cheng, Andrea   The Year of the Book 

Anna, an Asian-American girl in fourth grade, must figure out 
how to navigate her relationships with family and friends. 

 
Coven, Wanda   Heidi Heckelbeck Goes to Camp 

Heidi is excited to spend two weeks at camp until girls make 
Heidi feel unwelcome. 

 
DiCamillo, Kate   Flora & Ulysses 

Flora rescues a squirrel that demonstrates astonishing powers of 
strength and flight after having been accidentally sucked into a 
vacuum cleaner  

 
Glassman, Miriam  Call Me Oklahoma 

Paige is determined that this year she will be different: someone 
brave and gutsy. 

 
Graff, Lisa   A Tangle of Knots 

Cady, an orphan with a Talent for cake baking encounters a 
family of children searching for their own Talents and a Talent 
thief that will alter her life forever. 

 
Henkes, Kevin   The Year of Billy Miller 

Seven-year-old Billy Miller starts second grade with a lot of 
worries but ends the year with having learned some important 
lessons and making some good friends. 

 
Hill, Kirkpatrick   Bo at Ballard Creek 

It’s the 1920s, and Bo was headed for an Alaska orphanage 
when she won the hearts of two tough gold miners who set out 
to raise her. 
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Kurtz, Chris   The Adventures of a South Pole Pig 
Flora , a pig leaves  life on the farm for an adventure in 
Antarctica. 

 
Lagercrantz, Rose  My Happy Life 

Dani is happy to be starting school and making a best friend 
until something unexpected happens.  

 
MacKay, Hilary   Lulu and the Dog from the Sea 

Seven-year-old Lulu and her cousin think their vacation house is 
the most perfect place until they find a trouble-prone, stray dog 
living on the beach. 

 
MacLachlan, Patricia  White Fur Flying 

A sad and silent nine-year-old boy finds his voice when he 
moves next to a family that rescues dogs. 

 
Mills, Claudia   Kelsey Green Reading Queen 

Kelsey is the best reader in her third grade class, and she is 
determined to lead her class to victory in the all-school reading 
contest. 

 
Nonfiction 

 
 

       

 
Berne, Jennifer  On a Beam of Light 

Travel along with Einstein on a journey full of curiosity, 
laughter, and scientific discovery. 

 
Brown, Monica   Tito Puente: Mambo King 
    The true-life story about the mambo king’s life. 
 
Burleigh, Robert  Look Up! 

An illustrated biography of the pioneering woman 
astronomer, Henrietta Leavitt. 

 
Cate, Annette LeBlanc  Look up!: Bird-watching in your own backyard 
    An illustrated guide to bird watching. 
 
Cooke, Lucy   A Little Book of Sloth 

A photographic, picture book about the orphaned, baby 
sloths that live in the Avarios Sloth Sanctuary in Costa 
Rica.  
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Floca, Brian   Locomotive 
    Presents a visual exploration of America’s early railroads. 
 
Heiligman, Deborah  The Boy Who Loved Math 
    Presents a brief biography of mathematician Paul Erdos. 
 
Hopkins, H. Joseph  The Tree Lady 

The true story of Kate Olivia Sessions who was the first 
woman to earn a science degree from the University of 
California. 

 
Jenkins, Steve   The Animal Book 

Beautiful illustrations and amazing facts about three 
hundred animals. 

 
Huber, Raymond  Flight of the Honey Bee 

Discover the many jobs of the Honey Bee: a cleaner, 
babysitter, builder, guard, scout, and harvester.  

 
Markle, Sandra  Brave Girl: Clara and the Shirtwaist Makers’ Strike of 1909 

In 1909, Clara Lemlich played a pivotal role in organizing 
protests over unfair working conditions in the New York 
garment district. 

 
Martin, Jacqueline Briggs Farmer Will Allen and the Growing Table 

By developing urban farms and establishing farmer’s 
markets, Will Allen has worked to revolutionize the way 
kids think about food and where it comes from. 

 
Nelson, Kadir   Nelson Mandela 

A beautifully illustrated biography of the former South 
African president. 

 
Pinkney, Andrea Davis Martin & Mahalia: His Words, Her Song 

Explores the intersecting lives of the civil rights leader, 
Martin Luther King, Jr., and the gospel singer, Mahalia 
Jackson. 

 
Rusch, Elizabeth  Volcano Rising 

Describes what happens when volcanoes erupt. 
 
Shields, Amy Best Friends Forever: And More True Stories of Animal 

Friendship 
    Describes four unlikely animal friendships. 
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Smith, Charles R.  Brick by Brick 
Looks at the people who built the White House, including 
several slaves, who were able to buy their freedom after 
learning a trade through this work. 

 
Stewart, Melissa  No Monkeys, No Chocolate 

Examines the animals and other living things that share a 
habitat with cooa trees and keep the plants growing and 
thriving. 

 
Stone, Tanya Lee  Who Says Women Can’t be Doctors 

Elizabeth Blackwell refused to accept the common beliefs 
that women weren’t smart enough to be doctors in the 
1830s. 

 
Poetry 

   
 

 

	  

 

	  

 
 

 
 
Brown, Calef   We Go Together 

Silly and sweet poems about love and friendship. 
 
Cyrus, Kurt Your Skeleton is Showing: Rhymes of Blunder from Six 

Feet Under 
A fun graveyard adventure that serves as an introduction 
to poety. 

 
Florian, Douglas  Stardines Swim High Across the Sky and Other Poems 
    Silly, strange and sensational animal poems. 
 
Kennedy, Caroline  Poems to Learn by Heart 

Features 100 poems that touch upon a wide range of 
feelings, meanings and wisdom. 

 
Vanderwater, Amy Ludwig Forest Has a Song: Poems 

Poems about the animal, plants and seasonal changes in a 
forest. 

 


