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Classics 
 
Aiken, Joan.   Wolves of Willoughby Chase. 

Two young girls are sent to live on an isolated country estate where they find 
themselves in the clutches of an evil governess. 

 
Alcott, Louisa May Little Women 

Follow the lives of four sisters in nineteenth-century New England. 
 
Baum, L. Frank.   The Wizard Of Oz.   

An elegant and rich story about a girl, her friends, and a humbug wizard.   
 
Burnett, Frances Hodgson  The Secret Garden. 

A young orphan named Mary is sent to live at a creepy English estate where she 
discovers a secret garden.  

 
Burnford, Sheila.   The Incredible Journey. 

A dog and cat trio travel 250 miles across Canada to find their owner. 
 
Carroll, Lewis.    Alice's Adventures in Wonderland.   

Alice falls down a rabbit hole and experiences some unusual adventures 
with a variety of nonsensical and amusing characters. 

 
Edwards, Julie   Mandy 
    A young orphan creates a secret home in a deserted cottage. 
 
Farley, Walter.    The Black Stallion. 

A boy is shipwrecked on an island with a magnificent stallion. 
 
Lewis, C.S.   The Lion, The Witch and the Wardrobe.   

Four children stumble into the wintry land of Narnia through the back of an old 
wardrobe. 

 
Lovelace, Maud Hart  Betsy-Tacy 

When Tacy moves into the house across the street from Betsy, it is the lucky 
beginning of a wonderful friendship.  

 
Montgomery, L.M.  Anne of Green Gables 

An eleven-year-old orphan is sent to live with a lonely, middle aged brother and 
sister on a Prince Edward Island. 

 
Nesbit, E.   The Story of the Treasure Seekers 

The Bastable children’s attempts at earning money lead to fun. 
     
Sewell, Anna.   Black Beauty: The Autobiography of a Horse. 

A horse, in nineteenth-century England, encounters many misfortunes until he 
finds the happiness and contentment he deserves. 

 
Stevenson, Robert Louis  Treasure Island 

Cabin boy Jim Hawkins relates the classic story of pirates searching for a buried 
treasure. 

 
Travers, P.L.   Mary Poppins 

A starchy nanny rules the Banks household with an iron hand. 
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Realistic Fiction 
 
Amato, Mary   Please Write in this Book 

A humorous story about what happens in a classroom when the teacher leaves a 
blank book in the Writers Corner. 

 
Angleberger, Tom  The Strange Case of Origami Yoda 

A Sixth-grader tries to determine whether or not a finger puppet worn by a very 
strange classmate can really predict the future. 

 
Applegate, Katherine  The One and Only Ivan 

Ivan, a gorilla living in a Mall, is loyal to his few friends and to the artwork that 
he loves to create. A story of friendship, heartbreak, and hope. 

 
Atinuke    Anna Hibiscus 
 Ordinary adventures turn into extraordinary experiences for this young girl 

living in Afica. 
 
Birdsall, Jeanne The Penderwicks 

Four sisters and their dog cannot seem to stay out of trouble while staying in the 
summer cottage of a very unpleasant woman. 

 
Blume, Judy.   Tales of a Fourth Grade Nothing   

Peter finds his demanding two-year-old brother Fudge to be an increasing 
problem.  For more laughs, try Superfudge, Fudge-A-Mania, and Double Fudge. 

 
Cabot, Meg Allie Finkle’s Rules For Girls: Moving Day 
 Allie loves creating rules and so moving to a new neighborhood with her family 

means new rules to live by. 
 
Clements, Andrew About Average 

Jordan is average in everyway and she thinks everyone else is remarkable. So 
she decides that by the end of the year, she will discover her amazing talent. 

 
Cottrell Boyce, Frank  The Unforgotten Coat 

Julie’s life becomes increasingly complicated when her class designates her to 
be the welcoming guide for two brothers who have immigrated from Mongolia. 

 
Creech, Sharon.   Granny Torrelli Makes Soup 

With the help of her wise grandmother, Rosie manages to work out some 
problems with her best friend, Bailey.   

 
Davies, Jacqueline  The Lemonade War 

Jesse and her older brother run competing lemonade stands and try every 
business move they can think of to ensure being the first to earn $100.  

 
Devillers, Julia   Liberty Porter, First Daughter 

On her first day at the White House, nine-year-old Liberty explores her new 
home, makes new friends and finds unique tours of her own. 

 
DiCamillo, Kate.   Because of Winn-Dixie   

Ten-year-old India describes her first summer in a new town and all the good 
things that happen to her because of her big ugly dog. 

  
Draper, Sharon M.  Out of My Mind 

A brilliant, impatient fifth-grader with cerebral palsy discovers a technological 
device that will allow her to speak for the first time. 
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Ellis, Deborah   No Ordinary Day 
When Valli runs away from home, she must fend for herself on the streets of 
Kolkata, India. But when she finds out that she has leprosy, she painfully 
discovers that it is not something that she can simply run from.  

 
Fleming, Candace  The Fabled Fourth Graders of Aesop Elementary School 

An unlikely teacher takes over the disorderly fourth-grade class at Aesop 
Elementary School with surprising results. 

 
Friedman, Laurie   Mallory vs. Max 

Mallory feels left out when her older brother, Max, gets a dog that becomes the 
center of attention. 

 
Gay, Marie-Louise  Travels with My Family 
 This family never goes on a normal vacation. They always end up going 

somewhere without other tourists and having adventures, instead. 
 
Hannigan, Katherine True (…Sort of)  

Eleven year old Delly is always getting in trouble, but with the arrival of a 
mysterious and quiet friend,  things begin to change for the better. 

 
Henkes, Kevin   Junonia 

Alice hopes that the week of her tenth birthday spent on Sanibel Island in 
Florida with her parents will be full of new experiences and familiar comforts. 

 
Hiaasen, Carl.   Flush   

Noah and his sister Abbey take risks when gathering evidence against a polluter 
in order to protect the waters around their Florida Keys home. 

 
Holt, Kimberly Willis  Piper Reed: Navy Brat 

Piper is sad about leaving her home and friends behind when her father, a Navy 
aircraft mechanic, is transferred yet again. 

 
Konigsburg, E.L.   A View from Saturday   

Four students develop a special bond when they are selected to represent their 
sixth-grade class in the Academic Bowl competition 

 
Lafleur,  Suzanne   Love, Aubrey 

Eleven-year-old Aubrey thinks she can survive on her own after a tragic 
accident has left her without a family. But with the help and love of her 
grandmother and friends, Aubrey realizes that she is not alone, afterall. 

 
Lai, Thanhha   Inside Out & Back Again 

A young girl writes through a series of poems about the year when she and her 
family leave Vietnam and move to Alabama. 

 
Lin, Grace   The Year of the Dog 

Pacy finds a new best friend, enters the science fair, has a role in the school 
play, enters a writing competition and celebrates the New Year.  

 
Look, Lenore   Alvin Ho: Allergic to Girls, School, and Other Scary Things  

A young boy who loves superheroes and comes from a long line of brave 
Chinese farmer-warriors, wants to make friends, but first he must overcome his 
fear of everything. 

 
Martin, Ann M.    Welcome to Camden Falls 

After their parents die, Flora and her sister Ruby move to Camden Falls to live 
with their grandmother. 

 
Naylor, Phyllis.   Shiloh   

A boy finds a dog that has been abused, but must return it to its legal owner.  
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O’Connor, Barbara  On The Road to Mr. Mineo’s 
Life in a sleepy southern town turns upside down when a one- legged pigeon 
shows up and everyone decides that they want him for themselves. 

 
Palacio, R.J.    Wonder 

A story told from multiple view points about a boy born with a facial deformity 
so severe, he has not been able to go to school. But now he will be starting 5th 
grade at a school, he wants nothing more than for people to accept him.  

 
Park, Linda Sue   Project Mulberry 

When Julia, a Korean American girl, and her friend Patrick, do a silkworm 
project for their after-school club project, they learn more than they expect. 

 
Patron, Susan   The Higher Power of Lucky 

All Lucky needs in life is a little luck and permanence and so, when she fears 
that her guardian will leave her and go back to France, ten-year-old Lucky 
decides to take things into her own hands.  

 
Pennypacker, Sara  Summer of the Gypsy Moths 

While Stella does not mind living with her somewhat cold aunt Louise on Cape 
Cod, she does mind living with another foster child that Louise has taken in. But 
when Louise unexpectedly dies, both girls must figure out what to do. 

 
Ryan, Pam Muñoz  Paint the Wind 

Maya, an orphan, leaves her extremely restricted life in California to stay with 
her mother’s family on a Wyoming ranch, where she discovers a wild mare that 
her mother once rode. 

 
Schroeder, Lisa   It’s Raining Cupcakes 

Twelve-year-old Isabel dreams of seeing the world and so she enters a baking 
contest whose winners travel to New York City. 

 
Shang, Wendy Wan Long  The Great Wall of Lucy Wu 

Lucy is all geared up to have a fantastic year in sixth grade until she learns that 
her great aunt will be visiting from China – and she will be sharing her bedroom. 

 
Telgemeier, Raina  Smile 

A graphic novel that chronicles the complications that a middle school girl faces 
when an accident knocks out her two front teeth 

 
Urban, Linda   Crooked Kind of Perfect  

Ten-year-old Zoe wants to play the piano- she gets and organ, instead. Things 
often do not go as Zoe would like, but Zoe always seems to make the most of 
things.  

 
Wiles, Deborah   Each Little Bird that Sings 

Ten-year-old Comfort is used to death. Afterall, her family owns a funeral 
home. But sometimes dealing with loss can be difficult. A warm story with lots 
of humor and a bit of heartbreak. 

 
Williams-Garcia, Rita  One Crazy Summer 

During the summer of 1968, three sisters are sent from Brooklyn to Oakland to 
stay with their mother who left when they were little. A story about family, 
social unrest, and a part of American History that is rarely explored. 

 
Woodson, Jacqueline.  Locomotion 

In a series of poems, African American, eleven-year-old Lonnie writes about his 
life in Brooklyn during a particularly difficult year. 
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Mysteries and Adventure Stories 
 

 
Appelt, Kathi   Keeper 

On the night of the blue moon, ten-year-old Keeper sets out in a small boat, with 
her dog and a seagull in order to find her mother, a mermaid. 

 
Balliett, Blue   Hold Fast 

Eleven-year-old Early’s father has disappeared, leaving her in the Chicago 
shelter system and needing to solve the mystery as to why her father disappeared 
in the first place. 

 
Bonk, John J.   Madhattan Mystery 

Spending the Summer in New York suddenly becomes very exciting for Lexi 
and her younger brother when Lexi overhears a plot to steal Cleopatra’s famous 
jewels from the Metropolitan Museum of Art. 

 
Bosch, Pseudonymous   The Name of the Book is Secret 

Two eleven-year-olds try to solve the mystery of a dead magician and stop the 
evil Dr. L and Ms. Mauvais from finding the secret to immortality. 

 
Broach, Elise   Masterpiece 

Marvin, a beetle, and his human friend, James, work together to help recover a 
Durer drawing stolen from the Metropolitan Museum of Art. 

 
Byng, Georgia.    Molly Moon's Incredible Book of Hypnotism 

Unlucky and unloved, Molly Moon, lives in a dreary orphanage in a small 
English town until she discovers her hidden talent for hypnotism. 

 
Fitzhugh, Louise.   Harriet the Spy 

Twelve-year-old Harriet thinks spying on people will make her a better writer, 
but her outraged friends see it differently. 

 
Funke, Cornelia.   The Thief Lord 

A group of orphans living in an abandoned movie theater in Venice take in two 
brothers who have run away from their aunt.  

 
Henry, Marguerite.  Misty of Chincoteague    

This classic tale involves a pony living on an island off the coast of North 
Carolina. 

 
Howe, Deborah   Bunnicula 

Strange things start happening in the house after a family takes in a bunny. 
 
Klise, Kate.   Regarding the Fountain: A Tale, in Letters, of Liars and Leaks 

When the principal asks a fifth-grader to write a letter regarding the purchase of 
a new drinking fountain for their school, chaos results.   

 
Konigsburg, E.L.   From the Mixed-Up Files of Mrs. Basil E. Frankweiler.   

Two children run away from home to live in the Metropolitan Museum. 
 
Martin, Ann M.    The Doll People 

Life changes dramatically for a family of porcelain dolls when a new family of 
plastic dolls arrives.  

 
Mass, Wendy   The Candymakers 

Four twelve-year-olds are contestants in the Confectionary Association’s 
national competition to determine the nations tastiest sweet. 
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Raskin, Ellen.   The Westing Game   
The residents of an apartment building compete for the inheritance of an 
eccentric millionaire's fortune as they try to solve a mystery. 

 
Sachar, Louis.   Holes   

A boy is sent to a camp for wayward boys where he spends his days digging 
holes without knowing what he is looking for. 

 
Selznick, Brian   The Invention of Hugo Cabret 

A twelve-year-old orphan, secretly living and repairing clocks within the walls 
of a Paris train station in 1931, meets a mysterious toyseller and his 
goddaughter. Also try Wonderstruck by the same author. 

 
Soup, Dr. Cuthbert  Another Whole Nother Story 

Ethan Cheeseman and his three children hope to complete work on a time 
machine, but spies and government agents have been pursuing them for two 
years and are abut to catch up. 

 
Stanley, Diane   The Mysterious Matter of I. M. Fine 

Noticing that a popular series of horror novels is having a bizarre effect on the 
behavior of its readers, Franny and Beamer set out to find the mysterious author. 

 
Stead, Rebecca   When You Reach Me 

As her mother prepares to be a contestant on a 1980’s television game show, a 
twelve-year-old New York City girl tries to make sense of a series of mysterious 
notes received from an anonymous source.  

 
Stewart, Trenton Lee  The Mysterious Benedict Society 
    After passing a series of really challenging tests, four children are  

chosen to go on a dangerous secret mission.  
  

Van Draanen, Wendelin.  Sammy Keyes series. 
In this popular series, thirteen-year-old Sammy uses her detective skills to solve 
crazy mysteries ranging from missing cats to hotel robberies. 

 
Wood, Maryrose   The Incorrigible Children of Ashton Place: The Mysterious Howling 

Fifteen-year-old Miss Penelope Lumley, a recent graduate of the Swanburne 
academy for Poor Bright Females, is hired as governess to three very unusual 
young children. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 8 

Fantasy 
 
Alexander, Lloyd.  The Book of Three  

Taran, an assistant pig keeper, becomes the leader of forces fighting against evil. 
 
Anderson, M.T.   Whales on Stilts 

With very little time to spare, shy Lily and her two best friends must stop her 
father’s boss from conquering the world using an army of whales. 

 
Baker, E.D.   The Frog Princess 

After reluctantly kissing a frog, an awkward, fourteen-year-old princess 
suddenly finds herself a frog too and sets off with the prince to seek the means 
to become human again.  

 
Barry, Dave   Peter and the Starcatchers 

Orphaned Peter finds himself helping his new friend, a Starcatcher, in a struggle 
to keep the magical stardust out of the hands of greedy pirates 

 
Buckley, Michael   The Sisters Grimm, Book One: The Fairy-tale Detectives 

Sabrina and Daphne are surprised and a bit suspicious when they are sent to live 
with their eccentric grandmother whom they thought dead. 

 
Buckley-Archer, Linda  The Time Travelers 

Peter and Kate are two 21st century children who find themselves stranded in 
1763 with a villainous criminal.  

 
Burt, Marissa   Storybound 

When Una finds a mysterious book in the school library, she suddenly finds 
herself reading a story that has heroes and villians and something rather 
troubling – herself! 

 
Colfer, Eoin   Artemis Fowl 

Twelve-year-old Artemis may be a genius, criminal mastermind, and 
millionaire, but he is not prepared for the dangerous fairy captain. 

 
Collins, Suzanne   Gregor the Overlander 

When eleven-year-old Gregor and his two-year-old sister are pulled into a 
strange underground world, they trigger an epic battle foretold by ancient 
prophecy. 

 
Coville, Bruce   Always October 

When a baby is left on the doorstep of his house, Jake’s mother decides to keep 
him. But this baby is not just any baby – he is a monster- and Jake needs to 
protect him against other monsters that seem determined to get him. 

 
Coombs, Kate   The Runaway Princess 

Fifteen-year-old Princess Meg uses magic and her wits to rescue a baby dragon 
and avoid having to marry a prince. 

 
Dahl, Roald   James and the Giant Peach 
    Fantasy about a young boy and a huge magical peach. 
 
Daneshvari, Gitty   School of Fear 

Four children are sent to a mysterious school to overcome their phobias, but 
when tragedy strikes, they must work together to face their fears. 

 
DiCamillo, Kate   The Miraculous Journey of Edward Tulane 

A toy rabbit loves only himself until he is separated from the little girl who 
adores him. 
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DiTerlizzi, Tony.    The Spiderwick Chronicles 
13-year-old Mallory and her 9-year-old twin brothers move into their aunt’s 
dilapidated estate, and proceed to have some spooky experiences with fairies. 
Also read The Search For Wondla by the same author. 

 
Duane, Diane.   So You Want To Be a Wizard.   

Thirteen-year-old Nita, tormented by a gang of bullies because she won't fight 
back, finds the help she needs in a library book on wizardry. 

 
Eager, Edward.               Half Magic.   

Three children find a magic charm but only half of the wishes can come true.  
 
Funke, Cornelia Caroline.  Dragon Rider 

After learning that humans are headed toward his hidden home, a dragon is 
joined by a brownie and an orphan boy to find a legendary valley. 

 
Hale, Shannon   The Princess Academy 

When it is predicted that the Prince will find a bride from the mountains, Miri is 
sent to an academy with other girls from the region. 

 
Hatke, Ben   Zita the Spacegirl 

When her friend is abducted by aliens, Zita rushes to his rescue in this graphic 
novel. 

 
Horvath, Peggy   Everything on a Waffle 

When eleven-year-old Primrose’s parents are lost at sea, she finds herself living 
with a distant relative and learning a lot about recipes, human nature, and life. 

 
Ibbotson, Eva.   The Secret of Platform 13 

A young hag accompanies an old wizard, a gentle fey, and a giant ogre on their 
mission to rescue a prince who had been stolen as an infant.   

 
Jacques, Brian.    Mossflower   

In this prequel to Redwall, Martin and Gonff set out to find the missing ruler of 
Mossflower, while the other animal inhabitants of the woodland prepare to rebel 
against the evil wildcat that has seized power. 

 
Jones, Diana Wynne.  Howl’s Moving Castle 

Sophie finds herself in the castle of the greatly feared wizard Howl. 
 
Juster, Norman.   The Phantom Tollbooth 

A boy named Milo receives a mysterious package containing the cure for his 
boredom.  A must-read for those who enjoy puns and plays on words! 

 
Kessler, Liz   The Tail of Emily Windsnap 

After finally convincing her mother that she should take swimming lessons, 
Emily discovers a terrible and wonderful secret about herself. 

 
Kibuishi, Kazu   Amulet : The Stonekeeper 

After moving their ancestral home, Emily and Navin’s mother is kidnapped by a 
creature that leads the children on a deadly chase into a magical world . 

 
Law, Ingrid   Savvy 

In Mibs’ family, everyone finds out their unique magical power on their 
thirteenth birthday - Mibs hopes hers can save her injured father. 

 
L'Engle, Madeleine.  A Wrinkle in Time    

Meg seeks to free her father from the forces that have imprisoned him in another 
dimension. 
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Levine, Gail Carson.  Ella Enchanted. 
A princess struggles against a spell that makes her obey any direct order. 

 
Lin, Grace   Where the Mountain Meets the Moon 

Minli, an adventurous girl from a poor village, buys a magical goldfish and joins 
a dragon who cannot fly to find the Old Man of the Moon. 

 
Low, Natasha   The Power of Poppy Pendle 

Poppy is a witch. But she does not want to be a witch, she wants to be a baker.  
And what those who do not want Poppy to realize her dream fail to understand 
is that magic can be wonderful – until it is not. 

 
Mass, Wendy   11 Birthdays 

Amanda is not spending her 11th birthday the way that she had for the last nine 
years, and to make matters worse, the day keeps repeating itself. 

 
McKay, Hilary.   Saffy’s Angel 

After learning that she is adopted, thirteen-year-old Saffron travels to her Italian 
birthplace and finds a memento of her past. 
 

Murphy, Jill   The Worst Witch 
Mildred, a new student witch always seems to be in trouble until the day she 
saves the school from some evil witches. 

 
O'Brien, Robert C.  Mrs. Frisby and the Rats of NIMH    

A mouse stumbles upon a group of highly unusual rats. 
 
Primavera, Elise   The Secret Order of the Gumm Street Girls 

Four girls with very little in common become involved with some people and 
events that seem to bear a resemblance to “The Wizard of Oz.” 

 
Reeve, Philip   No Such Things as Dragons 

Ansel is a a mute boy that does not believe in dragons. At least, that is, until he 
is sold by his father to be a servant to a dragon hunter. 

 
Riordan, Rick   The Lightning Thief 

After he finds out that he is half mortal and half Greek God, twelve-year-old 
Percy finds himself on a quest to prevent a war between the gods. 

 
Sage, Angie   Magyk 

After she learns that she is a Princess, Jenna, her family, and an interesting 
assortment of characters all attempt to save her from being captured. 

 
Smith, Jeff   Bone 

The three Bone cousins who become separated in the wild. 
 
Tan, Shaun   Lost & Found 

Three stories that introduce us to how people cope with something that is lost or 
found in worlds that are very different from our own. 

 
Umansky, Kaye   Clover Twig and the Magical Cottage 

Clover Twig goes to work for a messy witch and discovers that the witch’s 
cottage has quite a few secrets hiding inside it. 

 
Ursu, Anne   The Shadow Thieves 

Two cousins find themselves at the center of a dangerous Underwold plot that 
involves overthrowing Hades and creating an army out of the stolen shadows of 
children 

 
Wrede, Patricia.   Dealing With Dragons  

A rebellious princess runs away to live with a group of dragons. 
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Historical Fiction 
  

 
Brink, Carol.   Caddie Woodlawn.   

Read about adventures and practical jokes of Caddie, a spunky tomboy living in 
Wisconsin during the pioneer days.   

 
Curtis, Christopher Paul  Elijah of Buxton  

In 1859, eleven-year-old free-born Elijah Freeman uses his wit and skills to help 
slaves escape to freedom.  

 
Cushman, Karen.   Rodzina 

A twelve-year old Polish American girl is put on an orphan train in Chicago and 
sent out West to find a home. 

 
Giff, Patricia Reilly.  Lily's Crossing   

While spending the summer of 1944 at Rockaway Beach, Lily's friendship with 
a young Hungarian refugee causes her to see the war and her own world 
differently. 

 
Holm, Jennifer L.   Turtle in Paradise 

In 1935, when her mother gets a job housekeeping, eleven-year-old Turtle is 
sent to stay with relatives she has never met in Key West, Florida. 

 
Klages, Ellen   The Green Glass Sea 

In 1943, eleven-year-old Dewey Kerrigan lives with her scientist father in Los 
Alamos, New Mexico, as he works on a top secret government program. 

 
Lowry, Lois.   Number the Stars   

This story is based on the Danish underground that transported Jewish Danes to 
safety in Sweden during World War II.  

 
McKissack, Patricia C.  Never Forgotten 

A West African boy raised by a blacksmith father and the Mother Elements is 
captured and taken to America as a slave in the 1700s. 

 
Naylor, Phyllis Reynolds  Emily’s Fortune 

While traveling to her aunt’s home by train and stagecoach, Emily and her turtle 
team up with a fellow orphan to outwit the man who is after her inheritance. 

 
O'Dell, Scott.   Island of the Blue Dolphins 

A young Indian girl survives alone on an island off the coast of California. 
 
Peck, Richard.   A Long Way from Chicago   

A boy recounts his annual summer trip with his sister to visit their larger-than-
life grandmother in rural Illinois during the Great Depression.    

 
Rose, Caroline   May B. 

After finding herself alone on the Kansas prairie, young May must figure out a 
way to survive on her own until her parents return. 

 
Ryan, Pam Muñoz.   Riding Freedom 

A girl runs away from an orphanage, poses as a boy and moves to California 
where she fools everyone with her appearance.  

 
Taylor, Sydney   All-of-a-Kind Family 

The adventures of five sisters growing up in a Jewish family in New York City 
in the early twentieth century. 

 
Wilder, Laura Ingalls  Little House on the Prairie 

A family travels from the big woods of Wisconsin to a new home on the prairie. 
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Nonfiction 
 
Arnosky, Jim   Shimmer and Splash 
 A beautifully illustrated book that invites us to learn and enjoy the beauty, 

wonder, and mystery of the world that exists underwater. 
 
Biddle, Steve.   Origami 

Origami paper, diagrams and clearly written descriptions are all supplied to help 
first time paper folders experience success. 

 
Cate, Annette LeBlanc  Look Up! Bird-Watching in Your Own Backyard 
    A chatty,humorous, and informative introduction to bird-watching. 
 
Cummins, Julie   Women Daredevils 
    Profiles of turn of the century women daredevils. 
 
DeCristofano, Carolyn Cinami A Black Hole is Not a Hole 

Discover what a black holes are, what causes them, and how astronomers find 
them. 

 
Fleming, Candace  Amelia Lost: The Life and Disappearance of Amelia Earhart 

A look at the life of Amelia Earhart and the extensive search for her missing 
plane. 

 
Freedman, Russell.  Eleanor Roosevelt: A Life of Discovery 

The incredible biography of the first lady who became a legend in her own right.   
 
Goldsmith, Mike   How to be a Math Genius 

Full of math facts, stats, puzzles, and activities to help you realize that you are 
probably better at math than you think. 

 
Goodall, Jane.   My Life with Chimpanzees 

Jane Goodall is the first woman to successfully study chimpanzees in the wild. 
 
Greenberg, Jan   Ballet for Martha  

The story behind the creation of “Appalachian Spring,” describing Aaron 
Copland’s composition and Martha Graham’s intense choreography. 

 
Hartland, Jessie   Bon Appetit! The Delicious Life of Julia Child 

An entertaining and informative look at the life of the unconventional chef, 
author and television personality. 

 
Hill, Laban Carrick  Dave the Potter: Artist, Poet, Slave 

Chronicles the life of Dave, a nineteenth-century slave who went on to become 
an influential poet, artist, and potter. 

 
Hopkinson, Deborah  Titanic 

The voices and stories of the those who survived and witnessed the disaster. 
 
Johnson, Rebecca L.  Zombie Makers: True Stories of Nature’s Undead 

How there are things in nature that can turn a fly, worm, cockroach into a real 
life zombie.  

 
Jones, Charlotte Foltz.  Mistakes that Worked 

This clever book presents the stories behind forty things that were invented or 
named by accident, including frisbees, silly putty and velcro. 

 
Jenkins, Martin   Can We Save the Tiger? 
    A beautiful book that discusses how humans affect endangered animals. 
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Kerley, Barbara   The Extraordinary Mark Twain (according to Susy) 
Excerpts from the journal of Susy Clemens, Mark Twain’s thirteen year-old 
daughter, about her father. 

 
Kurlansky, Mark   The Cod’s Tale 
    The biography of the fish that changed the world. 
 
Macaulay, David.   Mosque 

Through illustrations and text this book reveals the methods and materials used 
to construct a mosque in late-sixteenth century Turkey.  

 
Montgomery, Sy   Kakapo Rescue: Saving the World’s Strangest Parrot 

An introduction to the kakapo parrot, a flightless bird found off the coast of New 
Zealand whose population numbers less than one hundred.   
  

Moss, Marissa   Nurse, Soldier, Spy: The Story of Sarah Edmonds, a Civil War Hero 
The life of Sarah Emma Edmonds, who disguised herself as a man to fight in the 
Civil War, serve as a nurse on the battlefield, and become a spy. 

 
Nelson, Kadir   Heart and Soul: The Story of America and African Americans  
    A simple and excellent introduction to African-American history. 
 
O’Connor, George  Zeus: King of the Gods 
    An illustrated retelling of the Greek myth that details the story of Zeus. 
 
Potter, Alicia   Mrs. Harkness and the Panda 
 A little known story about a woman who went on an expedition to China inorder 

to find and return to America with a panda.  
 
Ross, Stuart Into the Unknown: How Great Explorers Found Their Way by Land, Sea, and 

Air 
    A fascinating look at the experiences of many of the great explorers. 
 
Siegel, Siena Cherson  To Dance 

A graphic novel about the life of the author in the School of American Ballet. 
 

Weird but True!: 300 Outrageous Facts 
    Three hundred quirky and fun facts. 
 
Young, Ed   The House Baba Built: An Artist’s Childhood in China 

Ed Young shares his childhood experience of living with his extended family in 
the house that his father designed in war-ravaged Shanghai. 
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Poetry 
 
Fleischman, Paul.   Joyful Noises:  Poems for Two Voices.   
 
Florian, Douglas.   Insectopedia. 
 
Greenberg, Jan, editor. Heart to Heart:  New Poems Inspired by Twentieth-Century American Art. 
 
Koontz, Dean.   Through the Paper Doorway. 
 
Lear, Edward.    The Complete Nonsense of Edward Lear. 
 
Nye, Naomi Shihab.  Come With Me: Poems for a Journey 
 
Park, Linda Sue   Tap Dancing on the Roof: Sijo (Poems) 
 
Philip, Neil.   The New Oxford Book of Children's Verse. 
 
Prelutsky, Jack.   The New Kid on the Block. 
    
Prelutsky, Jack., ed.  The Random House Book of Poetry for Children. 
 
Raczka, Bob   Lemonade, and Other Poems Squeezed from a Single Word 
     
Rex, Adam   Frankenstein Makes a Sandwich 
 
Sidman, Joyce   Ubiquitous: Celebrating Nature’s Survivors 
 
Wardlaw, Lee Won-Ton: A Cat Tale Told in Haiku 


