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OLDIES BUT GOODIES 
  

 

DUMAURIER, DAPHNE.  REBECCA. 
 
Imagine this. You’re not the prettiest girl in the neighborhood, so you’ve agreed to marry a rich 
guy you barely know. He’s a widower. His first wife, Rebecca de Winter was a lot prettier than 
you. When you show up to his estate, Manderley, you meet a sinister housekeeper named Mrs. 
Danvers who still lays out Rebecca’s clothing every day. Mind you, you’re not allowed to try on 
the clothing. But why? What’s going on at Manderley? Find out in this dark page-turner! 
(Goldberg) 

  

 

GEORGE, JEAN CRAIGHEAD.  MY SIDE OF THE MOUNTAIN. 
 
Sam Gribley runs away from his family’s crowded New York apartment to the mountains, where he 
builds a tree house and learns to live off the land.  (Goldberg) 

  

 

ORWELL, GEORGE.  ANIMAL FARM. 
 
A group of animals rebel against their owner and set up their own farm, based on the ideas "All 
Animals are Created Equal," "No Animal Shall Ever Drink Liquor," "Four Legs Good: Two Legs Bad" 
etc.  
 
At first, it works.  Then the pigs begin ruling over the other animals and Animal Farm operates on 
but a new principle: "All Animals Are Created Equal, But Some Are More Equal Than Others.” 
(Goldberg) 

  

 

GREENE, BETTY.  SUMMER OF MY GERMAN SOLDIER.  
 
Like stories about forbidden love?  If you thought Bella and Edward had it rough in Twilight, try 
being a Jewish girl with a crush on a Nazi during World War II.  
 
Anton is a German soldier --- a Nazi – who’s been taken prisoner by Americans and sent to 
Jenkinsville, Arkansas.   He’s being kept in a P.O.W. (Prisoner of War) camp in Patty’s small, and 
very Christian hometown.   However, one day, the prisoners are brought into the department store 
where Patty works to buy some clothing and strikes up a conversation with Patty. 
 
Patty has every reason to distrust Anton at first.  After all, aren’t all Nazis monsters?  Don’t they 
kill Jewish people?  However, as Patty chats with Anton that day in her father’s store she sees the 
goodness in him.  Will it lead her to do something stupid?  Something like helping him escape his 
prisoner-of-war camp?   A sad and weirdly sweet book about seeing people for who they really are.   
(Goldberg) 

  

 

HINTON, S.E.   THE OUTSIDERS. 
 
This action-filled novel about a town where rich kids “Socs” – short for Socials – bully the poor kids 
(a.k.a. “Greasers”) continues to win fans decades after it was published by high-school aged author, 
S.E. Hinton.  If you like underdog stories with a touch of romance, look no further. After you read it, 
be sure to check out the movie starring a young, pre-Katie Tom Cruise. (Goldberg) 
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SMITH, DODIE.   I  CAPTURE THE CASTLE. 
 
If you’re the kind of dreamy, tea-sipping kind of gal who loves to scribble in your journal, dote on 
your dog, and obsess over the hot guys next door – Cassandra will quickly become your hero.  
 
As J.K. Rowling once quipped, “This book has one of the most charismatic narrators I’ve ever met.” 
 
If you don’t already have a blazing passion for England, this book will hit you over the head with all 
things lovable about Jolly Old E.  Its quirky characters — from the charismatic 17 year old 
Cassandra, to the family dog, Heloise (Dodie Smith also wrote 101 Dalmatians) are bursting at the 
seams with lovable Englishness. (Goldberg) 

  

 

SMITH, BETTY.  A TREE GROWS IN BROOKLYN. 
 
This deeply psychological and sometimes disturbing book slowly and meticulously exposes the 
complex relationships of the Nolan Family. Opening when its narrator Francie is around ten years 
old and ending when she is sixteen, the story sucks you into the everyday life of a Brooklyn kid 
gradually losing her innocence as she watches her parents’ relationship fall apart and experiences 
her first two romances away from home. A fascinating read not only for its psychology, but the 
way it depicts (in a matter of 6 years) America evolving from gaslight to electricity, from horse- 
and-carriage to automobile, and from peace to world war. (Goldberg) 

  

 

STEINBECK, JOHN.  OF MICE AND MEN. 
 
Lenny is a big guy – practically a giant -- who doesn’t know his own strength.  He loves his best 
friend George, who’s taken care of him even when it winds up costing him.  Lenny doesn’t mean to 
get into trouble, really he doesn’t.  He’s a bit slow on the uptake, but underneath he’s a loving 
person and George knows it.   They’re as loyal to one another as two friends could possibly be, until 
one day, an unimaginable evil enters their life: a married woman. 
 
One of the most profoundly disturbing and memorable books in our library. (Goldberg) 
 

MYSTERIES 
  

 

BRADLEY, ALAN.   THE SWEETESS AT THE BOTTOM OF THE PIE. (series) 
 
Flavia de Luce has it rough.  Her mother is dead and her stepsisters have taken to locking her in 
the closet with her hands tied.  Fortunately, Flavia is as good at untying knots as she is at 
chemistry.   Thanks to some of her eccentric forbears, she even has her own in-house chemistry lab 
– one she uses to mess with her sister’s make-up when they’ve been particularly cruel.  When 
someone leaves a dead bird with a postage stamp impaled upon its beak on the doorstep, and a 
dead body shows up in the family garden, she knows it is her destiny to become a detective.  
(Goldberg) 

  

 

CHRISTIE,  AGATHA.  AND THEN THERE WERE NONE. 
 

A Chapin favorite.  A group of people – none of whom know each other – receive a mysterious 
invitation to Indian Island – a remote place off the coast of England famous for its luxurious, 
ultramodern mansion.   When they arrive, their host is nowhere to be found. Later, when they 
gather for cocktails, one of the guests puts on a phonograph record he sees lying around – a record 
that recites each guest’s name – and an ugly secret he or she was hoping to hide.    
 
That night, the first person among them drops dead – a seeming accident until the second night, 
when another person drops dead, and then another.   When the survivors realize these accidents 
are really murders, they form alliances to determine which person(s) are behind the killings.  Can 
they do so before there are none?   
 
Note:  this book was written in 1940, when racism and anti-Semitism were all too common.  Be 
forewarned about encountering language/stereotypes that you might find upsetting.  (Goldberg) 
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DOWD, SIOBHAN. THE LONDON EYE MYSTERY. 
 
Ted and Kat watched their cousin Salim board the London Eye. But after half an hour it landed and 
everyone trooped off–except Salim. Where could he have gone? How on earth could he have 
disappeared into thin air? Ted and his older sister, Kat, become sleuthing partners, since the police 
are having no luck. Despite their prickly relationship, they overcome their differences to follow a 
trail of clues across London in a desperate bid to find their cousin. And ultimately it comes down to 
Ted, whose brain works in its own very unique way, to find the key to the mystery. This is an 
unput-downable spine-tingling thriller–a race against time. (Publisher) 

  

 

King, LAURIE K.  THE BEEKEEPER’S APPRENTICE.  (SERIES) 
 
15-year old American Mary Russell has recently lost her parents in a dreadful car accident.  She’s 
been sent to live with her evil aunt in England, a money-grubbing woman who detests Mary but 
longs to control her fortune.  As the book opens up, Mary has gone for a walk in the country when 
she literally trips over the feet of Mr. Sherlock Holmes.  Holmes, who has retired from his practice 
at 221B Baker Street, has been living in the boonies and studying bees of all things.  From their 
initial meeting, he is convinced that Mary has what it takes to be the next big name in sleuthing 
and  proceeds to train her in all the necessary skills -- skills she soon needs to apply to solve the 
kidnapping of a girl named Jessica. (Goldberg) 

  

 

PULLMAN, PHILLIP.   THE RUBY IN THE SMOKE.  (SERIES) 
 
Sally Lockhart isn’t like other girls, which is probably why halfway through this book, she winds in 
a sleazy opium den trying to track down her father’s killer.  She’s fearless, yes, but that doesn’t 
mean that she’s averse to receiving help from her cute friend Frederick (read the follow up books 
in the series for more of their romance!).  In this opening book to the Sally Lockhart trilogy, Sally 
is in a race against time and an evil blackmailer to find out who killed her father and why.  It’s a 
journey that takes her through the worst slums in town, with twists and turns sure to delight (and 
baffle) even the most sophisticated readers. (Goldberg) 

  
SCIENCE FICTION / DYSTOPIAN 
  

 

CARD, ORSON SCOTT.    ENDER’S GAME.  (SERIES) 
 
Before there were The Hunger Games….there was Ender’s Game. 
In order to develop a secure defense against a hostile alien race's next attack, government agencies 
breed child geniuses and train them as soldiers. A brilliant young boy, Andrew "Ender" Wiggin lives 
with his kind but distant parents, his sadistic brother Peter, and the person he loves more than 
anyone else, his sister Valentine. Peter and Valentine were candidates for the soldier-training 
program but didn't make the cut--young Ender is the Wiggin drafted to the orbiting Battle School 
for rigorous military training. Ender's skills make him a leader in school and respected in the 
Battle Room, where children play at mock battles in zero gravity. Yet growing up in an artificial 
community of young soldiers Ender suffers greatly from isolation, rivalry from his peers, pressure 
from the adult teachers, and an unsettling fear of the alien invaders. Is Ender the general Earth 
needs? (Publisher) 

  

 

COLLINS, SUZANNE.   THE HUNGER GAMES. (SERIES) 
Sixteen-year-old Katniss Everdeen lives Panem, in one of 12 districts controlled by the Capitol and 
its evil President Snow.  Every year, President Show reminds the districts who’s boss by forcing 
each district to send two child tributes (one boy, one girl) to fight to the death in a televised event / 
reality-show called The Hunger Games.   
 
When Katniss’s tiny sister Prim is picked as her district’s female tribute, Katniss volunteers to go 
in her sister’s place even if it means certain death. Peeta, a boy Katniss barely knows, is the male 
tribute from the same district.   Katniss and Peeta are fiercely competitive with one another at the 
beginning of the Games, until Katniss realizes the audience is rooting for them to fall in love.  
Starved for food and hoping for audience donations, she decides to give the audience what it wants 
and begins to act lovestruck around Peeta.  Will her love become real? There can be only one 
winner of The Hunger Games.  Will one of them die to save the other? (Goldberg) 
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FARMER, NANCY.   THE HOUSE OF THE SCORPION. 
 
Matt lives in a future society controlled by an evil and all-powerful drug lord named El Patron.   
What he doesn’t know – yet – is that he and El Patron share the same DNA.  In fact, Matt was made 
in a laboratory as a perfect clone of El Patron, a clone El Patron could use for organs as his own 
body decayed.  What El Patron didn’t bank on was that Matt was every bit as smart as he was, and 
capable of figuring it all out in time to escape with his life. (Goldberg) 

  

 

L’ENGLE, MADELEINE. A WRINKLE IN TIME. (SERIES) 
 
It was a dark and stormy night; Meg Murry, her small brother Charles Wallace, and her mother 
had come down to the kitchen for a midnight snack when they were upset by the arrival of a most 
disturbing stranger.  “Wild nights are my glory,” the unearthly stranger told them. “I just got 
caught in a downdraft and blown off course. Let me sit down for a moment, and then I’ll be on my 
way. Speaking of ways, by the way, there is such a thing as a tesseract.”  
 
A tesseract (in case the reader doesn’t know) is a wrinkle in time. To tell more would rob the 
reader of the enjoyment of the…adventures in space and time of Meg, Charles Wallace, and Calvin 
O’Keefe (athlete, student, and one of the most popular boys in high school). They are in search of 
Meg’s father, a scientist who disappeared while engaged in secret work for the government on the 
tesseract problem. (Publisher) 

  

 

PATTERSON, JAMES. THE ANGEL EXPERIMENT. (SERIES) 
 
Fourteen-year-old Maximum Ride, better known as Max, knows what it's like to soar above the 
world. She and all the members of the "flock"--Fang, Iggy, Nudge, Gasman and Angel--are just like 
ordinary kids--only they have wings and can fly. It may seem like a dream come true to some, but 
their lives can morph into a living nightmare at any time...like when Angel, the youngest member 
of the flock, is kidnapped and taken back to the "School" where she and the others were 
experimented on by a crew of whack jobs. (Publisher)    

  

 

PFEIFFER, SUSAN BETH.  LIFE AS WE KNEW IT. 
 
It's almost the end of Miranda's sophomore year in high school, and her journal reflects the busy 
life of a typical teenager: conversations with friends, fights with mom, and fervent hopes for a 
driver's license. When Miranda first begins hearing the reports of a meteor on a collision course 
with the moon, it hardly seems worth a mention in her diary. But after the meteor hits, pushing the 
moon off its axis and causing worldwide earthquakes, tsunamis, and volcanoes, all the things 
Miranda used to take for granted begin to disappear. Food and gas shortages, along with extreme 
weather changes, come to her small Pennsylvania town; and Miranda's voice is by turns petulant, 
angry, and finally resigned, as her family is forced to make tough choices while they consider their 
increasingly limited options. Yet even as suspicious neighbors stockpile food in anticipation of a 
looming winter without heat or electricity, Miranda knows that that her future is still hers to 
decide even if life as she knew it is over. (Publisher) 

  
FANTASY 
  

 

COOPER, SUSAN. OVER SEA, UNDER STONE. (SERIES) 
 
Simon, Jane, and Barney find an ancient map in their uncle’s attic with the secret to summon 
forces of Light in order to defeat the Darkness.  There’s a problem, though.  As they try to figure 
out the map’s secrets, will they be able to keep one another safe from the evil forces in their town 
that constantly trail them and invade their uncle’s house? 
 
The first in the Dark is Rising series.  (Goldberg) 
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GAIMAN, NEIL.  THE GRAVEYARD BOOK.  
 
Nobody Owens, known to his friends as Bod, is a normal boy. He would be completely normal if he 
didn't live in a sprawling graveyard, being raised and educated by ghosts, with a solitary guardian 
who belongs to neither the world of the living nor of the dead. (Publisher) 

  

 

HALE, SNANNON. BOOK OF A THOUSAND DAYS.  
 
When Dashti, a maid, and Lady Saren, her mistress, are shut in a tower for seven years for Saren’s 
refusal to marry a man she despises, the two prepare for a very long and dark imprisonment.  
As food runs low and the days go from broiling hot to freezing cold, it is all Dashti can do to keep 
them fed and comfortable. But the arrival outside the tower of Saren’s two suitors—one welcome, 
and the other decidedly less so—brings both hope and great danger, and Dashti must make the 
desperate choices of a girl whose life is worth more than she knows.  
With Shannon Hale’s lyrical language, this forgotten but classic fairy tale from the Brothers Grimm 
is reimagined and reset on the central Asian steppes; it is a completely unique retelling filled with 
adventure and romance, drama and disguise. (Publisher) 

  

 

PAOLINI, CHRISTOPHER.  ERAGON.  
 
Fifteen-year-old Eragon believes that he is merely a poor farm boy-until his destiny as a Dragon 
Rider is revealed. Gifted with only an ancient sword, a loyal dragon, and sage advice from an old 
storyteller, Eragon is soon swept into a dangerous tapestry of magic, glory, and power. Now his 
choices could save-or destroy-the Empire. (Publisher) 

  

 

PATTOU, EDITH. EAST.  
 
Rose has always felt out of place in her family, a wanderer in a bunch of homebodies. So when an 
enormous white bear mysteriously shows up and asks her to come away with him--in exchange for 
health and prosperity for her ailing family--she readily agrees. (Publisher) 

  

 

THOMPSON, KATE.  THE NEW POLICEMEN. 
 
Who knows where the time goes? There never seems to be enough time in Kinvara, or anywhere 
else in Ireland for that matter. When J.J.'s mother says that what she really wants for her birthday 
is more time in her day, J.J. decides to find her some. But how can he find time for her, when he 
barely has enough time to keep up with school and his music? And where will he get time to find 
out if the shocking rumor is true-that his great-grandfather was a murderer? It seems as though 
J.J.'s given himself an impossible task. But then a neighbor reveals a secret to him-there is a place 
where time stands still. (Publisher) 
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HISTORICAL FICTION 
  

 

ANDERSON, LAURIE HALSE. CHAINS AND FORGE.  
 
As the Revolutionary War begins, thirteen-year-old Isabel wages her own fight...for freedom. 
Promised freedom upon the death of their owner, she and her sister, Ruth, in a cruel twist of fate 
become the property of a malicious New York City couple, the Locktons, who have no sympathy for 
the American Revolution and even less for Ruth and Isabel. When Isabel meets Curzon, a slave 
with ties to the Patriots, he encourages her to spy on her owners, who know details of British plans 
for invasion. She is reluctant at first, but when the unthinkable happens to Ruth, Isabel realizes 
her loyalty is available to the bidder who can provide her with freedom. 
 
In Forge, the compelling sequel to Chains, a National Book Award Finalist and winner of the Scott 
O’Dell Award for Historical Fiction, acclaimed author Laurie Halse Anderson shifts perspective 
from Isabel to Curzon and brings to the page the tale of what it takes for runaway slaves to forge 
their own paths in a world of obstacles—and in the midst of the American Revolution. (Publisher) 
 

 

  

 

FRIESNER, ESTHER.  SPHINX’S PRINCESS. 
 
She was far more than just a pretty face. . . . 
 
Although Nefertiti is the dutiful daughter of a commoner, her inquisitive mind often gets her into 
situations that are far from ordinary, like receiving secret lessons from a scribe. And her striking 
beauty garners attention that she'd just as soon avoid, especially when it's her aunt, the 
manipulative Queen Tiye, who has set her sights on Nefertiti. The queen wants to use her niece as a 
pawn in her quest for power, so Nefertiti must leave her beloved family and enter a life filled with 
courtly intrigue and danger. But her spirit and mind will not rest as she continues to challenge 
herself and the boundaries of ancient Egyptian society. With control of a kingdom at stake and 
threats at every turn, Nefertiti is forced to make choices and stand up for her beliefs in ways she 
never imagined. (Publisher) 

  

 

HADDIX, MARGARET PETERSON. UPRISING.  
 
Told from alternating points of view, this historical novel draws upon the experiences of three very 
different young women: Bella, who has just emigrated from Italy and doesn't speak a word of 
English; Yetta, a Russian immigrant and crusader for labor rights; and Jane, the daughter of a 
wealthy businessman. Bella and Yetta work together at the Triangle Shirtwaist Factory under 
terrible conditions--their pay is docked for even the slightest mistake, the bosses turn the clocks 
back so closing time is delayed, and they are locked into the factory all day, only to be frisked 
before they leave at night to make sure they haven't stolen any shirtwaists. Through a series of 
twists and turns, the three girls become fast friends--and all of them are in the Triangle Shirtwast 
Factory on March 25, 1911, the day of the [famous Triangle Shirtwaist Factory] fire. In a novel 
that puts a human face on the tragedy, Margaret Peterson Haddix has created a sweeping, forceful 
tale that will have readers guessing until the last page who--if anyone—survives. (Publisher) 

  

 

LASKY, KATHRYN.  ASHES. 
 
In 1932 Berlin, thirteen-year-old Gaby Schramm witnesses the beginning of Hitler's rise to power, 
as soldiers become ubiquitous, her beloved literature teacher starts wearing a jewelled swastika 
pin, and the family's dear friend, Albert Einstein, leaves the country while Gaby's parents secretly 
bury his books and papers in their small yard. (Publisher) 
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MEYER, L.A. BLOODY JACK: BEING AN ACCOUNT OF THE CURIOUS ADVENTURES OF MARY 
“JACKY” FABER, SHIP’S BOY. 
 
Life as a ship's boy aboard HMS Dolphin is a dream come true for Jacky Faber. Gone are the days of 
scavenging for food and fighting for survival on the streets of eighteenth-century London. Instead, 
Jacky is becoming a skilled and respected sailor as the crew pursues pirates on the high seas. ! 
There's only one problem: Jacky is a girl. And she will have to use every bit of her spirit, wit, and 
courage to keep the crew from discovering her secret. This could be the adventure of her life—if 
only she doesn't get caught. . . . (Publisher) 

  

 

RINALDI,  ANN. TIME ENOUGH FOR DRUMS.  
 
In this extremely romantic book about American Revolution, Jem Emerson, a fifteen-year-old from 
New Jersey, is torn between her love for her family and her feelings for her twenty-four-year-old 
tutor, John Reid.   (Publisher) 

  

 

RYAN, PAM MUNOZ. PAINT THE WIND.  
 
Maya is a captive. In Grandmother's house in California every word and action is strictly 
monitored. Even memories of her mother have been erased except within the imaginary world she 
has created. A world away, in the rugged Wyoming wilderness, a horse called Artemisia runs free. 
She embodies the spirit of the wild and she holds the key to Maya's memories. How Maya's and 
Artemisia's lives intertwine, like a braided rein, is at the heart of this richly drawn adventure 
about freedom and captivity, about holding on and letting go. (Publisher) 

  

 

SCHMIDT, GARY D. THE WEDNESDAY WARS.  
 
Meet Holling Hoodhood, a seventh-grader at Camillo Junior High, who must spend Wednesday 
afternoons with his teacher, Mrs. Baker, while the rest of the class has religious instruction. Mrs. 
Baker doesn’t like Holling—he’s sure of it. Why else would she make him read the plays of William 
Shakespeare outside class? But everyone has bigger things to worry about, like Vietnam. His 
father wants Holling and his sister to be on their best behavior: the success of his business depends 
on it. But how can Holling stay out of trouble when he has so much to contend with? A bully 
demanding cream puffs; angry rats; and a baseball hero signing autographs the very same night 
Holling has to appear in a play in yellow tights!  (Publisher) 

  
REALISTIC FICTION 
  

 

ALEXIE, SHERMAN.  THE ABSOLUTELY TRUE DIARY OF A PART-TIME INDIAN. 
 
The [hilarious and heartbreaking] story of Junior, a budding cartoonist growing up on the Spokane 
Indian Reservation. Determined to take his future into his own hands, Junior leaves his troubled 
school on the rez to attend an all-white farm town high school where the only other Indian is the 
school mascot. Heartbreaking, funny, and beautifully written, The Absolutely True Diary of a Part-
Time Indian, which is based on the author's own experiences, coupled with poignant drawings. 
(Publisher) 

  

 

BAUER, JOAN.  PEELED. 
 
Something's rotten in the heart of apple country!   Hildy Biddle dreams of being a journalist. A 
reporter for her high school newspaper, The Core, she's just waiting for a chance to prove herself. 
Not content to just cover school issues, Hildy's drawn to the town's big story—the haunted old 
Ludlow house. On the surface, Banesville, USA, seems like such a happy place, but lately, eerie 
happenings and ghostly sightings are making Hildy take a deeper look. 
 
Her efforts to find out who is really haunting Banesville isn't making her popular, and she starts 
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wondering if she's cut out to be a journalist after all. But she refuses to give up, because, hopefully, 
the truth will set a few ghosts free. (Publisher) 

  

 

DRAPER, SHARON.  OUT OF MY MIND. 
 
Eleven-year-old Melody has a photographic memory. Her head is like a video camera that is always 
recording. Always. And there's no delete button. She's the smartest kid in her whole school—but no 
one knows it. Most people—her teachers and doctors included—don't think she's capable of 
learning, and up until recently her school days consisted of listening to the same preschool-level 
alphabet lessons again and again and again. If only she could speak up, if only she could tell people 
what she thinks and knows . . . but she can't, because Melody can't talk. She can't walk. She can't 
write.  
 
Being stuck inside her head is making Melody go out of her mind—that is, until she discovers 
something that will allow her to speak for the first time ever. At last Melody has a voice . . . but not 
everyone around her is ready to hear it. (Publisher) 

  

 

HENKES, KEVIN.  OLIVE’S OCEAN. 
 
"Olive Barstow was dead. She'd been hit by a car on Monroe Street while riding her bicycle weeks 
ago. That was about all Martha knew." 
 
Martha Boyle and Olive Barstow could have been friends. But they weren't — and now all that is left 
are eerie connections between two girls who were in the same grade at school and who both kept 
the same secret without knowing it. 
 
Now Martha can't stop thinking about Olive. A family summer on Cape Cod should help banish 
those thoughts; instead, they seep in everywhere. 
 
And this year Martha's routine at her beloved grandmother's beachside house is complicated by 
the Manning boys. Jimmy, Tate, Todd, Luke, and Leo. But especially Jimmy. What if, what if, what 
if, what if? (Publisher) 

  

 

HOWE, JAMES.  TOTALLY JOE. 
 
Meet Joe Bunch. Lovable misfit and celebrity wannabe from Paintbrush Falls, New York. Like his 
longtime best friends Addie, Skeezie, and Bobby, Joe's been called names all his life. So when he's 
given the assignment to write his alphabiography -- the story of his life from A to Z -- Joe has his 
doubts. This whole thing could be serious ammunition for bullying if it falls into the wrong hands. 
 
But Joe discovers there's more to the assignment -- and his life -- than meets the eye. Especially 
when he gets to the letter C, which stands for Colin Briggs, the coolest guy in the seventh grade 
(seriously) -- and Joe's secret boyfriend.  Here is an exuberant, funny, totally original story of one 
boy's coming out -- and coming-of-age. (Publisher) 

  

 

MASS, WENDY. A MANGO-SHAPED SPACE. 
 
Mia Winchell has synesthesia, the mingling of perceptions whereby a person can see sounds, smell 
colors, or taste shapes. Forced to reveal her condition, she must look to herself to develop an 
understanding and appreciation of her gift. (Publisher) 

  

 

MCKAY, HILARY. INDIGO’S STAR. 
 
Indigo, having just recovered from a bout of mononucleosis, must return to school after missing an 
entire semester. Only his younger sister and loyal sidekick, Rose, knows why he's dreading it so 
much. As it turns out, the school bullies are eagerly awaiting Indigo's return so that they can pick 
up where they left off -- flushing his head in the toilet. But Indigo hasn't counted on meeting Tom… 
With his couldn't-care-less attitude and rock-and-roll lifestyle, Tom becomes Indigo's ally, and 
together they work to take back the school. (Publisher) 
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NYE, NAOMI SHIHAB.  HABIBI. 
 
Fourteen-year-old Liyana Abboud would rather not have to change her life...especially now that 
she has been kissed, for the very first time and quite by surprise, by a boy named Jackson. But 
when her parents announce that Liyana's family is moving from St. Louis, Missouri, to Jerusalem -- 
to the land where her father was born -- Liyana's whole world shifts. What does Jerusalem hold for 
Liyana? Opening doors, dark jail cells, a new feeling for peace, and Omer...the intriguing stranger 
whose kisses replace the one she lost when she moved across the ocean. (Publisher) 

  

 

PEARSALL, SHELLEY.   ALL OF THE ABOVE. 
 
Based on a true story, All of the Above is the delightful and suspenseful story of four inner city 
students and their quest to build the world's largest tetrahedron. Weaving together the different 
personal stories of the kids, their teacher, and the community that surrounds them, award-
winning author Shelley Pearsall has written a vividly engaging story about the math, life and good-
tasting barbecue. (Publisher) 

  

 

SPINELLI, JERRY.  STARGIRL.  
 
From the day she arrives at quiet Mica High in a burst of color and sound, the hallways hum with 
the murmur of "Stargirl, Stargirl." She captures Leo Borlock's heart with just one smile. She sparks 
a school-spirit revolution with just one cheer. The students of Mica High are enchanted. At first. 
Then they turn on her.  (Publisher) 

  

 

TOWNSEND, SUE.  THE SECRET DIARY OF ADRIAN MOLE, AGED 13 ¾  
 
Adrian Mole's first love, Pandora, has left him; a neighbor, Mr. Lucas, appears to be seducing his 
mother (and what does that mean for his father?); the BBC refuses to publish his poetry; and his 
dog swallowed the tree off the Christmas cake. "Why" indeed. (Publisher) 
 

  

 

VAN DRAANEN, WENDELIN.  FLIPPED. 
 
In alternating chapters, two teenagers describe how their feelings about themselves, each other, 
and their families have changed over the years. 

  

 

WEEKS, SARAH.  SO B. IT. 
 
Heidi’s mother only knows 23 words, total. So how, Heidi wonders, did she come into the world?  
Who’s her father? All Heidi knows is that twelve years ago, her mother showed up on Bernie’s 
doorstep with a baby in her arms.   Since then, Heidi’s been raised and homeschooled by Bernie. 
Now that she’s 12, Heidi has more questions than ever before.  Can she piece together the clues to 
find out the truth?  Her mother keeps repeating the word, soof.   It’s one of the 23 words she uses, 
along with her name “So B. It.”.  Could that word soof unlock the truth about her birth?  She’s also 
found a camera with some film inside it.  When she develops the photographs, Heidi sees a picture 
of her mother at a place called the Hilltop Home for the Disabled.  Can someone at Hilltop tell her 
the truth?  After failing to get any answers on the phone, Heidi decides to journey halfway across 
the country (by herself!) to find out.  Soof, soof, soof.  Who or what is it?  (Goldberg) 

  

 

WOODSON, JACQUELINE.   MIRACLE’S BOYS. 
 
Twelve-year-old Lafayette's close relationship with his older brother Charlie changes after Charlie 
is released from a detention home and blames Lafayette for the death of their mother. (Publisher) 
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FRANK, ANNE.  DIARY OF A YOUNG GIRL. 
Discovered in the attic in which she spent the last years of her life, Anne Frank's remarkable diary 
has since become a world classic -- a powerful reminder of the horrors of war and an eloquent 
testament to the human spirit. In 1942, with Nazis occupying Holland, a thirteen-year-old Jewish 
girl and her family fled their home in Amsterdam and went into hiding. For the next two years, 
until their whereabouts were betrayed to the Gestapo, they and another family lived cloistered in 
the "Secret Annex" of an old office building. Cut off from the outside world, they faced hunger, 
boredom, the constant cruelties of living in confined quarters, and the ever-present threat of 
discovery and death. In her diary Anne Frank recorded vivid impressions of her experiences 
during this period. (Publisher) 

  

 

HERRIOTT, JAMES.  ALL CREATURES GREAT AND SMALL. 
 
Delve into the magical, unforgettable world of James Herriot, the world's most beloved 
veterinarian, and his menagerie of heartwarming, funny, and tragic animal patients. !For decades, 
Herriot roamed the remote, beautiful Yorkshire Dales, treating every patient that came his way 
from smallest to largest, and observing animals and humans alike with his keen, loving eye.  In All 
Creatures Great and Small, we meet the young Herriot as he takes up his calling and discovers that 
the realities of veterinary practice in rural Yorkshire are very different from the sterile setting of 
veterinary school. (Publisher) 

  

 

JIANG, JI-LI.  RED SCARF GIRL:  A MEMOIR OF THE CULTURAL REVOLUTION. 
! 
It's 1966, and twelve-year-old Ji-li Jiang has everything a girl could want: brains, tons of friends, 
and a bright future in Communist China. But it's also the year that China's leader, Mao Ze-dong, 
launches the Cultural Revolution—and Ji-li's world begins to fall apart. Over the next few years, 
people who were once her friends and neighbors turn on her and her family, forcing them to live in 
constant terror of arrest. When Ji-li's father is finally imprisoned, she faces the most difficult 
dilemma of her life. (Publisher) 
 

  

 

JAMESZKO, PAUL B.  THE PLACE MY WORDS ARE LOOKING FOR:  WHAT POETS SAY ABOUT 
AND THROUGH THEIR WORK. 
Paul B. Janeczko says, "poetry will always be something of a mystery to me. When I read poetry, 
when I write a poem, I always wonder how poetry happens, and I imagine that many of you 
wonder, too. Happily, the poets in this book have agreed to share their poems as well as their 
thoughts about writing poetry. (Publisher) 

  

 

JURMAIN, SUZANNE.   
THE SECRET OF THE YELLOW DEATH:  A TRUE STORY OF MEDICAL SLEUTHING. 
 
Red oozes from the patient's gums. He has a rushing headache and the whites of his eyes look like 
lemons. His tongue may soon turn black. He will likely die within days. Here is the true story of 
how four Americans and one Cuban tracked down a killer, one of the world's most vicious plagues - 
yellow fever. Note: Unlike AN AMERICAN PLAGUE (Clarion) by Jim Murphy, which was set in 
1799's and focused on a single epidemic, this middle-grade title is not only for a younger audience, 
but focuses on how in the 1900's, four scientists finally discovered the cause of this deadly disease 
which had for centuries regularly swept through parts of Africa and the Western Hemisphere, 
turning American cities into ghost towns. (Publisher) 

  

 

SCHLOSSER, ERIC AND CHRIS WILSON. 
CHEW ON THIS:  EVERYTHING YOU DON’T WANT TO KNOW ABOUT FAST FOOD. 
 
Find out what really goes on at your favorite restaurants—and what lurks between those sesame 
seed buns. (Publisher) 

 


